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Nothing will be left for you to do save dressing in black, 
wrapping yourself in shrouds, ~~nd rolling from darkness to 

abyss: from factory to sweatshop to itinerant peddling. For 
such great successes you don't need America.! You don't need 
to endanger your life by crossing great stretches of water! 
There, in your homeland and your own little city, you can do 
just as well if you only work diligently and put all fears of 
shame behind you. 

Weinberger knew that many Jewish immigrants. of his day, particularly 
romantic intellectuals and idealistic scholars, became quickly disen
chanted with Columbus's land and returned to Europe. He tried to spare 
them all that expense and hardship by telling then: what to expect in 
advance.9 

Weinberger's second audience, those already in America, hardly 
needed to be told that a yawning gap existed between America as 
dreamed about and America as found. For them jews andjudaism in New 
York functioned as a kind of sociological analysis. It brought facts into 
focus, identified problems, and proposed solutions. Weinberger treated 
all major areas of Jewish life in New York: synagogues, kosher food, 
education, work, culture, ritual functionaries, charity, and more. He 
generalized broadly in each case, but often backed up his words with 
"case studies," anecdotes drawn from personal experience. Of course, he 
made no pretense to scientific objectivity. Instead, as the Publisher's 
Preface promised, he endeavored "to uncover ... the method by which 
the great wall of religion against which all Israel rests can be fortified." 

Rather than summarizing jews and judaism in New York, I aim in 
what follows to employ its insights to understand better how traditional 
immigrant Judaism was transformed on American soil. The passage of 
time permits a broader perspective on the data Weinberger supplied. We 
can now appreciate the significance of changes he could merely chronicle. 
Perhaps the complex dynamic relationship among immigration, religion, 
and forces of acculturation will never be completely unraveled. With 
Weinberger's works before us, analysis can at least begin.10 

jews andjudaism in New York examines the jewish community under 
three lenses. It employs the widest lens to analyze America's impact on 
immigrant Judaism. It shows how democracy, church-state separation, 
and the spirit of capitalism all affected the relationship of Jews to their 
religion. A narrower focus reveals complex dealings between different 
sectors of the New York Jewish community. Jews lived uptown and 
downtown; identified as Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform; and 
divided into radical and nonradical camps: The immigrant Orthodox felt 
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to, and ordered about. Indecorous behavior-loud personal prayers, 
wild gesticulations, and friendly conver-Sation -was banned. Everyone 
made a maximum effon to put on a good show for the outside.19 

The same factors that help account for the rise of chazanim-the 
need to raise funds, the quest for role-models, and the move to per
formance-oriented ritual-help also to account for some of the other 
changes in synagogue life that Weinberger noticed. Traditional syna
gogue officials-rabbis and preachers in particular-received little 
respect and poor salaries in America. Their lives, as Weinberger knew 
from experience, were hard and bitter-worse than in Europe. In 
immigrant eyes these men were vestiges ofthe old world, "defenders of 
the faith" who refused to Americanize. They could not serve as role
models for they did not know how to perform in public. They offered 
immigrants neither nostalgia for the past nor hope for the future. Later 
rabbis like Bernard Drachman, Philip Klein, Bernard Revel, and a 
preacher like Hirsch Masliansky e~joyed far better success precisely 
because they broke from the traditional pattern.20 They performed ably, 
understood the problems of their day, and won the respect of outsiders. 
Their compensation and status 'rose accordingly. 

The diminution of the rabbi's role in the 1880s led unsurprisingly 
to a corresponding rise in the status of laymen. They gave their services 
free and resembled far more closely the immigrant ideal-success in two 
worlds at once. Weinberger's magnificent characterization of these men 
demonstrates the distance separating his world from theirs. In a shon 
time they had become ugly-and obviously envied-Americans: 

In America one relies for everything on three laymen. They 
are found by inspecting everyone who displays haughtiness 
and greed, talks big, leaps forward to barge into other 
peoples' conversations, has a tall and handsome appearance, 
and can't speak gently to his fellow human beings .... He is 
placed at the head of the community, given a golden scepter, 
which in this country is in the shape of a mallet, and with it 
he rules his people; he is at once their ruler and judge. 

The height, handsome appearance, outgoing demeanor, and golden 
scepter-externals that Weinberger found so ludicrous-were precisely 
the factors that made the lay leader a talented and respected performer. 
Here was a manjews could, and did, display with pride. 

Performance and display similarly led to the enormous growth of 
the bar-mitsvah ceremony, "celebrated here," Weinberger scorned, "as 



I. Unification. Form one large congregation and society for every 
twenty small ones that now bring no benefit to either Israel or its Torah. 
In New York we should not have more than ten or twelve different 
congregations. 

2. Association. The twelve separate congregations should work 
together and unite into one central power for all matters that relate to the 
community as a whole. 

3. Establish rabbis. This requires no explanation. We mean, 
obviously, that God's people should not be like sheep without a shep
herd-as they are today. Rather, each congregation should establish at its 
head a man of stature and greatness in Torah, wisdom, and piety to 
guide them, instruct them, and tell them how to act. 

4. Create a chief rabbinate or [overall] Jewish Supreme Court, 
and raise the dignity of and concern with Torah, its investigation, and its 
study. This requires a lengthy exposition, which cannot be summarized 
here. All will be explained in the appropriate place. 

These are the major points that we have in mind to discuss. We 
have already dealt with them somewhat in an article that we published 
last year. But we did not then explain things properly. We neither 
disclosed the means of securing our aims nor detailed their redeeming 
qualities. Our words, therefore, had no benefit; God willing, we shall 
make everything clear in the future. 

We leave our readers with this prayer: May God have mercy o~ the 
remnant of Israel, and fulfill in our day what was written by his servants 
and prophets: "At that time I will gather you, and at [that] time I will 
bring you [home]. For I will make~ you renowned and famous among all 
the peoples of the earth when I restore your fortunes before their very 
eyes. And this shall be my covenant with them, said the Lord. My spirit 
which is upon you, and the words which I have placed in your mouth 
shall not depart from your mouth, nor from the mouth of your children, 
nor from the mouth of your children's children-said the Lord-from 
now on, for all time" (Zephaniah 3:20; Isaiah 59:21]. 
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CHAP'IER XXXVII 

Wherein are explained the laws of preparing for the Sabbath ont 
Friday and how early one must be therein and of the laws of 
stoppage of work before the oncoming of Sabbath and also the 
laws of kidush (from Orah Hayim, Chap. 250 and 273, and from 
Magen Abraham loc. cit., and from Haye Adam, Principle 1 and 
Principles J, 6). 

1 ) The Holy One, blessed is He, commanded us to honor the 
Sabbath and to endow it wit~ delight, as it is written: "and thou call 
the sabbath a delight, and the holy of the Lord honourable." We 
say in the Gemara: "Each who endows the sabbath with delight is 
granted the ·petitions of his heart, as it is said: 'So shalt thou delight 
thyself in the Lord; and He shall give thee the petitions of thy heart.' 
"It is a command to rise early in the morning of the eve of the sab
bath to prepare the needs of the sabbath as it is written: "And it shall 
come to pass on the sixth day that they shall prepare ... ," inferring 
that immediately upon its becoming the sixth day, "that they shall 
prepare." If one knows that he won't have time on the eve of sab
bath to occupy himself with preparing the needs of sabbath on 
account of some emergency and he has no one else to busy himself 
for him, he must start earlier, from the middle of the week, to pre
pare something in honor of the sabbath, as it is written: "Remember 
the sabbath day," meaning always to be remembering the sabbath in 
order to sanctify it and to endow it with delight. 
· .z) Those accustomed to eat bread from a Gentile bakery during 

the week must, nevertheless, at the beginning, heed, on the sabbath, 
to eat bread of an Israelite only. If one is some place where Jewish 
bread cannot be obtained, he may eat Gentile bread; even on the 
sabbath. All this holds only for bread, in which case there is leniency 
because of its vital bodily importance; but in case of other prohibi
tions, they are not to be declared permissible unless danger is 
involved. 

3) At any rate, every one should heed to have the needs of sabbath 
prepared while some hours of the day are still left in order not to 
come to Sabbath violation, and all the more, during the short days 
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thou eatest is but the increase of the fruit, whilst the principle re
maineth for the World to Come, as it is said: 'And I will feed thee 
with the heritage of Jacob thy father; for the mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken it.'" The merit of keeping the Sabbath according to 
law avails one pardon for all his transgressions, as it is said in the 
Gemara: "Each who keeps the Sabbath in accordance with law, tho 
he has sinned like the generation of Enosh, receives pardon, as it is 
said: 'Happy is the man that doeth this, and the son of man that 
holdeth fast by it: that keepeth the Sabbath from violating it (Heb. 
m'harto).' Read not '!1ihaflo but mahullo (he is pardoned)." 

Therefore, what mighty efforts a man should make in the keep
ing of the Sabbath in accordance with law! Unfortunately, there 
exist, nowadays, sinners who have cast the Sabbath away. Though 
non-conformists also existed in early generations, they were, how
ever, universally recognized as apostates and shunned by all Israel, 
who did not learn of their ways. But today, in certain localities, 
things have become so corrupt, that certain people think that they 
also are included in the chosen heritage of the Lord except that they 
are lacking in one command; and, as a matter of course, everybody 
else thereby also learns of their wicked ways. This, in truth, is a great 
error. For the :48 commands in the Torah wherewith God obligated 
man are over against the 248 parts of the human body. And just as 
..there are various kinds among these parts-there are parts that are not 
vital, e.g., the hand, foot, etc., for tho with their lack the incapacity 
is very, very great, one, nevertheless, is only termed a cripple; and 
there are parts the lack of which make survival impossible, e.g., de
capitation, or rending of the heart, site of the source of life-so also 
are there among the commands, concerning which is also written: 
"which a man doeth and liveth thereby," and it is said: "for it is thy 
life and the length of thy days," and many other such verses teaching 
us that the main life of the soul in the World to Come depends on ful
filling the Torah. There are such commands that even if a man has 
transgressed therein, he is only termed a cripple in the World to 
Come [and this also is a great humiliation for eternity. As is known, 
R. Hayim Vital wrote in the Gate of Holiness, and R. Elijah Gaon, 
in Proverbs that the wound in his soul will remain forever, in that 
particular body part wherewith he transgresses against the will of 
the Blessed Name. It results that if he did not put on t'filin, tho he 
may have kept .all the other commands, his hand will therefore be 



Conclusion of the Book 

Behold, my brethren, after all that has been said in this book to 
encourage those dwelling in far-off lands not to be lax in keeping 
the commands of the Torah, nevertheless, the true way, and the 
most proper one, for him who wishes to merit before the Holy One, 
blessed is He, is to make all effort not to settle in those countries 
(unless he is a God-fearing man who strengthens the Faith for the 
children of Israel. Of a man like this, we do not speak]. If, because 
of hard circumstances, he is compelled to journey there, at any rate, 
when the Lord helps him, let him return home and trust to the Lord 
who provides for all, to sustain him as well as in his home. And let 
him not be enticed by his evil genius to remain there until 
he amasses much wealth, for he exchanges a lasting world for a 
passing world, because the longer he dwells there, the more exposed 
he becomes to stumbling in numerous fundamentals of the Faith since 
many stumble there therein. This is as Maimonides wrote in his work 
Hifchoth ·Deoth, Chapter 6, and quote: "It is in the nature of man 
to be drawn, in his opinions and deeds, after his friends and com
panions and to conduct himself after the manner of the people of 
his country. Therefore, a man should associate with the righteous 
and sit by the wise always so that he may learn from their deeds, 
and keep distant •... This is what Solomon says: 'He that walketh 
with wise men shall be wise; but the companion of fools shall smart 
for it'; and Scripture also says: 'Happy is the man .... ' And so, if 
one is in a country the customs of which are bad and the people of 
which do not walk in the right path, he should go to a place whereof 
the people are righteous and conduct themselves in the manner of 
the good .... " q.v. And, verily, when a man looks into it, he will see 
that wealth which his evil genius entices him to pursue does not • 
in itself bring one the highest happiness. There are many middle 
class people, not wealthy, who are far happier than rich people. The 
main success in being wealthy is that referred to in the. scripture: 
"The blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and He addeth no sorrow 
thereto"; i.e., if· the acquisition of his property results from the 
blessing of the Lord, it brings him wealth, and also happiness with 
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