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That you stir not uP, nor anake my love,
Till it PIease

_ . . I doubt the validity ofHerr Michaelit'
view that we are unfit for army service. Does
he wish to say that religion should sancfion
wars of at8ression? Let him name the one
r€ligion which is curs€d enough to do so.
Christianity, to be sure, docs not. And are
not Quakers and Mennonites tolemted and
allowed many more privil€ges and ghts
than we are?

Herr Michaelis never speaks of Ch stians
and Jcws, but always of Getmans a\d leus
He does not content himself with establisir
int the relitious differences betwe€n us; he
prefe$ to see us as stangers who will hav€
lo a6ree to al l  condrr ions !1hich the owner\
of the land are ready to concede to us. But
this, jn the first place, is a qu€stion to be
decidedr would it not be better for the own-
€rs of the land to accept thos€ they now
m€tely tolerate as citizens rathe! than brin8-
mt stranters at great cost, rnto their coun-
try[?] Secondly, we should also consider rhe
following probtem: for how long, for how
many millennia, must this distinction bc

tween the owners of the land and the strarrr-
er continue? Would it not be better for ma;.
kind and culture to obliterate this distinction?

I think, moreovet that laws should not be
influenced by personal convictions at all-
Laws should take their mevitable course,
Proscribing whahever is not beneficial to the
general good. When personal convictions
conflict with the laws it is up to the individu-
al to re6olve this problem on his own. lf then
the fatherland is to be defended, everybody
who is catled upon to do so must comply. In
such cases, men usu:rlly know how to mod-
ify their convictions and to adjust them to
their civic duty. One rnerely has to avoid ex-
cessively emphasizint the conflict between
the two. In a few centuries the plobl€m will
disappear or be forgotten. In this way, Chris-
tians have neglecled the doctrines of their
founders and have become conquerors, op
pressorc and slave-traders, and in this way,
tews too could b€ made fit for military ser-
vice. But it is obvious that they will have to
be of the prcper heitht, as Herr Michaelis
wis€ly reminds us, unless they are merely to
be used agamst hostilc pygmies and fellow
Jews

1J.

ABBE GREGOIRE
An Essay on the Physical, Moral
Reformaiion of the J'ews (1789)t

and Political

--:::_:

or condemned, twenty-four are always J ews-
Thls is the assertion of Mr Michaelis-but,
in the firsf place, an assertion is no proof.
The truth of this, howevet might have been
easily ascertamed, by cxamining and pto-
ducint lhe criminals, Secondly, supposing
the circumstances to be as true as it is doubt-
ful, thrs would prove nothing but against th€
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Cerman Jews; and lastly, it would still be
necessary to establish as a certainty that tlus
pe ersity proceeds immediately f.om their
religion, or their natural disposihon. That rt
is not inspifed by the law, is evidenb shall
we believe, then, that it is innate? Some pee-
vish philosophers, indeed, have pr€tended,
that man is bom w(ked; but happily for the
honor and comfort of humanitt thls system
has b€enbanish€d to the class of absurd and
mortifying hypotheses. So many laws made
against the Jews, always suppose in them a
natural and indelible worthlessness; but
these laws, which are th€ Iruit of hat.ed or
preJudice, have no other foundation but the
motive which gives rise to them. This per-
v€rsity is not so inherent in theil characte. as
to affect every individual. We see talents and
virtues shine forth in them wherever they
betin to be treated ac men, especially in the
territodes oI the Pop€, which have so long
be€n their terrestrial paradise; in Holland,
Prussia, and even amont us. Hcrtz3 and
Blocha render the J€wish nation illustrious at
present in Germany, and the Hague i5 hon-
ored by a Pinto.5 We must, therefore, believe
these people susceptible of morality, until
we are shown, that they have invincible ob-
stacles in their physical olganization, and in
their religious and moral constitution.

Let us cherish morality, butlet us not bc so
unreasonable as to requi(e it of thos€ whom
we have compelled to become vicious- [€t
us reform their education, to reform the[
hearts; it has long been obscrved, that they
are men a' well as wc, and theyare so beforc
they are Jews

Mr. Michaelis objects also, that this natlon
being in constant opposrtion to general man-
nels, will never b€come patriotic. We alloiv
that it will be difficult to incorporate th€m
into universal society; but betwe€n difficulty
and idpossibility, lhere is th€ same differ-
ence as between impossibility and possr-
bility. I have myself remarked, and cven
proved, thdt hitherto thc Jews have becn in
va able in their mannets and customsj but
the treater part of thcr customs ale not con
trary to civil fLlnctions, and with regard to

those which may appear to be incompatible
with the duties of the citizen, they are pre-
served only by the uniformity of that con-
duct, which all narions observe towards
them- l[ we do not maintain, withHelvetius,6
that the charact€rand disposition of man de-
pend altogetheron his education, we at least
allow, that ln a grcat heasu.e they are the
result of circumstances. Can the Jews ever
become patdois? This is a question proposed
by those who .eproach them with not loving
d country lhal drove them from ils bosom;
and with not chelishing people lvho exer-
cised their fury aBainst them-that is to say,
who were their executioners,

Flatterers, in every country, extol th€ at-
tachment of the people to their sovereitns,
and to theircountry; thus $atifying the van-
ity of the master at the expense of truth
Study the characters of men, in different
countries, and you will find, that pleasure
and int€rest are the grand springs by which
they are actuated; provided the people sleep
s€curely in their habitations, and enjoy there
in peace, the fruits of their fields, which they
cultivate at their ease, and provided they
are not subiected to the scourge of the law,
nor oppresscd by thc iron hand of despo-
tism, they are satisfied, but under any other
circumstances, they show something more
than indifference with r€gaid to thcir gov-
ernment, as well as to their sovereitn: they
even offer up sccret vows for a revolution,
because they imaginc that a new order of
things will procure them happiness, and
they know nothing of patriotism but the
name, except, perhaps, in places where they
have a share, though at a distance, in the
Iegislative or exccurive authority. We may,
therclore, lay it down as a fact, that the char-
acter of the French, for two years pasts. has
acqut/ed more ener8y and displayed more
patriotism than in the two last ccnturies-

The Jews, every where dispersed, yet no
where established, have only had the spirit
of a body which is entircly different froft the
spirit ofa nation; for this reason, as had been
obscrved. it is neither that of the EnElish at
London. nor that of the Dutch at the Hague,
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ofthe pro-French patriotism of Alsace-Lorraine ]ews since r87<l had
been the persistence of anti-]ewish discrimination within the Ger-
man army. Brdal therefore found it inconceivable that Dreyfus could
have betrayed France "for the prolit of that same Germany that
would have . . . nothing to olfer him except the disdain of all the
of{tcers, together with the contempt ofall honest men." Deeply dis-
tressed by the antisemitic and anti-Alsatian attacks of the French
press during the Afhir, Br6al conhnued:

If one had wanred . . - to discourage, to deter Alsatian youth, what better
ploy could have been foundl I'm spcakrng here not of the Jcws, whom
certain newspapers cover with mud to such a degree thar Germany in
comparison must appear to them the counrry oftolerance, but ofthe Protes-
tants of Alsace, who see how men such as Scheurer-Kestner and Picquart
are treated, * ofthe sincere Carholics who do not want to allow rhe law to be
made for them by journalists without convict ion and without scruple...  .
'I'hese are not only good servants lost for France; sooner or later, they will
be good servants gained by our neighbors. What rcmains to us of Alsace is
on the verge o[being lost.'5

Such predict ions were indeed already being realized in the
Reichsland. The government noted a marked drminution of pro-
French sympathies among ttre native population as a whole and fore-
cast that i t  would not be long before the indigenous population
would rally to the cause oF Deutschtum.u The shift in sentiment
among the fewish population was even more remarkable. The Be-
zirksprdsident in Metz noted, "The sympathies ofthe native fewish
population for France, following the antisemitic incidents there,
have experienced a marked cooling," and his counterpart in Stras-
bourg commented, "AIsatian lewry, who formerly showed itself to
be extremely engaged in French affairs, have had their confidence in
the neighboring country severcly shaken in this respect by the out-
break of the antiscmiric moveme nt."t)

This disil lusionment had several long-range consequences. While
some Jews remained committed to a pro-French stance, others
sought new answers. As lJr6al had pointed out, Germany no longer
compared so unfavorably with France in the rreatmenr of its Jewish

rceorges PicquarL, ao Alsatian, was a lieutenant colonel in thc Frcnch army
who spoke out in Dreytus's dcfcnse whcn he discovcrcd thc Gcneral Staffs cover

up. He was subsequently imprisoned.
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Thc Politks of Attommod"ttion

thosc in Bcrlin to prcscribc to thc rcprcscn(atives of thc Centralvcrcin in

Alsece-l,orraine what they should and shouldn'tdo about the attainment of
civic equaliry for Alsace-Lorrainc fewry.6

Thus, thc Jcws ofthe Reichsland, just as the general population did,
came to develop a particularist identity. As their predecessor, the
author of thc Courrier du Bas-Rhin article of the earlv rSrot had
alrcady shown, this localism, while maintaining a separate idcntity,
was not in thc least antithetical to intcgration into the Reich.

Morc than anyone, Nathan Netter, who became Grand Rabbi of
Lorraine in r9oo, embodied the anomalies inherent in this new sit-
uation. Born in a small Alsatian village in 1866, the son of a cattle
dcaler, Nctter grew up and was educated almost entirely during
the Gcrman pcriod.* Confronted by the problem ofnationalism, he
solved it in an unprecedented manner: he elevated patriotism into a
uoiversal ideal, divorcing it from nationalism. This paradoxical so-
lution enablcd Netter, and the Jews ofAlsace-Lorraine in general, to
exprcss loyalties to both France and Germany simultaneously. In his
sclmoo at the r9o8 Noisseville commcmoratroD toerect a monument
for the fallen soldiers of r87o, Netter declared, "In honoring today
their beautiful spirit, we have made a resolurion . . . to be inspired by
their cxample, whatever the country to which we belong, sincc the
cult of thc patrie is international, to give in our turn our heart and
our soul to ahe patrie the day whcn it will have need ofus."" This
seemingly contradictory point of view was in many ways a natural
outgrowth ofthe pecuhar situation ofAlsace-Lorraioe generally and
of Alsace-Lorraine f ewry especially. I ly thc twentierhcentury, though
Jews in the Reichsland continued to l ive under the constant Dressure
lo prove their parriotism, rhey wcrc no longrr sure which counrry
they shoufd turn to. At Noisseville, Netter glorified" le calu du sou-
ucnir" ("the cult of remembrance"); but only a few years later he
published an effusively patriotic pro-Gcrman scrmon, and during
the First World War hc encouragcd fewish loyalry to the Gcrman
war cffort.* As a result, Frcnch officials in Alsace-Lorraine aftcr the

+Nencr, Dre Vaterlandsidze, Allgcncinc Zeitung det Jdetturu, Feb. tz, rgr5,
pp.3-4. Thc only parallcl I have ever sccn to Ncttcis peculiar distinction bctwcen
patriorism and natronalism was articulatcd in rqo6 by a lcw from Posen, an arca
similarly torn by a nationality conllict. Max Kollcnrher, a leading Poscn Zionist,
rrgued that although lcws mightnevcr achic!€ inrcgration into the cerman nation,
it was cntircly possible for them to express patriotism toward rhe German stit€ As
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