
134 KlNOT FOR THE NlNTH OF AV 

Reader or Narrator: Take this to your hearts, and prepare a sad 
Funeral oration; put on mourning and roll in the dust, for their 
massacre weighs no less than the burning of the House of God, its 
porch and its Palace; and since we may not add (an extra) season (of 
mourning) for the destruction and conflagration, neither may we 
anticipate (the observance of fasting), but are enjoined rather to post
pone it,* therefore will I cause my cry of woe to rise this day, and I 
will wail, howl and weep in bitterness of soul; indeed my sighing 
is heavy from morning till evening. Cong: Alas, for the house of 
Israel and for the people of the Lord, for they are fallen by the sword ! 

Reader or Narrator: So for these do I weep, and my heart groans 
exceedingly, and I call to the hired mourning women and to the 
skilled keeners tand) all moan, mourn and wail; is there any anguish 
that can be compared to my anguish? Without does the sword 
bereave, and within terror (reigns);1 my wounded, and those who are 
riddled with sword thrusts, lie naked; sucklings, young men and 
maidens (together) with hoary old men, their corpses are like carrion 
for the wild beasts of the land. Cong: Alas, for the house of Israel 
and for the people of the Lord, for they are fallen by the sword! 

Reader or Narrator: My oppressors mock and increase their 
reproach: "Where is their God," they say, "The Rock in whom they 
trusted till death? Let him come and save (them) and restore their 
souls (to life);" 0 thou who art mighty, who is like thee, OLord, 
who bearest (all) our burdens ?2 Wilt thou be quiet and restrain thy· 
self and not gird thyself in wrath, when those that scoff at me say: 
"If he be a God, let him contend (to thee).'' Cong: Alas, for the house 
of Israel, and for the people of the Lord, for they are fallen by the 
sword! 

Reader or Narrator:· My eye runs down3 with tears, for the 
singer has turned to mourning,. and my flute to the sound of 
weeping, without pause or assuagement; who will lament for me, 
when there is no one to take hold (of me) to bestir myself in self
resolve? (His) wrath, indeed a sweeping storm has gone forth 
against me; the adversary, the oppressor has devoured me and 
mutilated me,4 he has broken my bones, scattered (them) and 
ground them small; he has flouted (the authority) of all my mighty 
ones who were the centre and backbones (of my probity). No 
ointment or bandage can 1 choose, as my wound is (so) severe 
beyond arresting or cleansing; therefore did I say: "Turn away 
from me, I will (weep) bitterly and sear my cheeks with my tears. 
Cong.: Alas, for the house of Israel, and for the people of the Lord, 
for they are fallen by the sword!" 

* If the Ninth of Av falls on Shabbat, the Fast is observed on the following 
Sunday, but not before. 

1) Lit. in the open the sword shall bereave, and in the chambers (shall be) terror, 
viz. the disasters which· Moses predicted at his death, (v. Deut. 32.25), have come 
true. 2)' Lit. bearing sheaves. 3) c[. p. 14, note 3. 4) cf. Jer. 51, 34. 5) viz 
the Sanhedrin (Lit. the navel and the umbilical cord, v. Num. R. s. 1), i.e. as 
the navel is in the centre of the body, so were the Sanhedrin placed in the centre 
of the Temple, cf. Midr. Cant. 7, 3. 
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Story No. 10 
A tale of a (certain) [bewitched] goose involved in one of the evil decrees 

against the Jews of Worms 

In the year 5109 [ 1349], Jo the gentiles brought a false accusation against 
the Jews. Many non-Jews had died that year; however, among the 
Jews, there was not one death. [The gentiles], therefore, engaged false 
witnesses to testify that they had seen Jews leaving the [Jewish] street in 
the middle of the night and pour poison into the well. The [gentiles] 
brought other false accusations against the Jews, and issued an evil 
decree to annihilate them on the tenth day of Adar II. The Jews were 
very grieved, and they hurried to the bishop of Worms. The bishop 
puzzled over the matter while standing near an iron chain in the 
courtyard of the palace. Striking the chain with his staff, he said, "Just 
as this little staff in my hand has no power to break that iron chaim, so 
too are your enemies powerless to harm you!" To the distress of the 

·bishop, however, the staff did break the chain. "It is a Divine decree," 
he proclaimed, "[that] such a solid and strong chain should be broken 
by the blow of this small stick." And he said no more to encourage or to 
discourage them.ll 

When the day of the decree arrived, the Jews knew they were to die 
horrid deaths by sword, arrow, and spear. They decided to avenge 
themselves against their enemies, since death seemed inevitable in any 
case. The Parnasim[ofWarmaisa], twelve in number, had been ordered 
to appear the next day in the courthouse to hear the sentencing. Before 
they left, they concealed slaughter knives and small spears inside their 
cloaks .... 

30 Apparently, the copyist erred in transcribing Ma'ase Nissim. Instead of 5190, the date 
should be 5109 (1349 C. E.), the year ofthe Black Plague persecutions. Subsequent details 
in the story clearly indicate that the Jews were accused of poisoning the wells in order to 
harm the gentiles. In this persecution, four hundred lives in Worms were lost in the fires 
that the Jews ignited in their own houses. In Warmaisa, only a few Jews escaped with their 
lives. They either fled or were forcibly converted to Christianity and later returned to their 
Jewish beliefs. Regarding this, see Graetz, Geschichte, VII, pp. 372-73. 

31 This account of appearing before the Bishop of Warmaisa to seek protection appears 
logical since, at that time, the bishop was the lord of the city. Appar~ntly, however, he was 
unable to save them from the clutches of the Burghers and the populace. 

\ 
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All of the councilmen were seated together, ready to pronounce the 
judgment. One of the Parnasim cried, "Your justice is false!" 
Descending upon the judges with their knives, the Parnasim killed 
them al1.32 

While the Parnasim were in the courtroom, ten or twenty mysterious 
figures armed with swords and spears surrounded the courthouse and 
attacked the Burghers who passed by. They ignited the storehouses of 
grain, causing fires that could not be extinguished. Nothing, however, 
averted the threat to the Jews, and almost all of them were killed. 

Several Burghers took pity upon the few remaining Jews and hid them 
in their houses, for they knew that the accusations against the Jews 
were false.33 However, [the wicked Burghers] used black magic to 
summon a goose that would fly to the houses in which Jews were 
concealed.34 The [merciful] Burgher homeowners were forced to hand 
over the Jews, and because ofthe accursed goose, even more Jews were 
killed. 

At that same time, a [Jewish] visitor who was an acquaintance of the 
local priest, arrived in Worms. This visitor was fluent in Latin, and 
expert in evangelical works, and well-versed in many other s_ecular 
works.35 Since the priest held [the visitor] in high esteem, he hid in his 

32 There are no recorded sources describing the opposition ofWormesian Jewry against their 
enemies during the Black Plague. We have, however, obscure yet reasonable information 
concerning the resistance staged by the Jews of Mainz at that time. Perhaps Juspa was 
aware of this and concluded that the Jews of Worms must have acted similarly. See Graetz, 

ibid. 
33 The idea of various Wormesian Burghers assisting Jews was added by Juspa. Possibly, 

gentiles did aid Jews in some instances, although substantiating sources are not extant. 
34 The goose that could fly to the hiding places of Jews during the Black Plague is not 

reported in other sources. However, the following excerpt appears in the chronicles of the 
First Crusade written by Rabbi Solomon ben Samson, and cited in A.M. Haberman (ed.), 
Sefer Gezeirot Ashkenaz V'Tzorfat, Jerusalem 1971, p. 28: "There was a gentile woman 
who desired to accompany the Crusaders. She owned a goose that would follow her 
everywhere she went." Perhaps Juspa heard this account and combined it in his story of the 
persecution of 5109, a year of the Black Plague. 

35 The account of the Jew learned in Latin and acquainted with a Wormesian priest is also not 
reported in other sources. A conciliatory tone permeates the account, reflecting the 
attitude that occasionally appears in Juspa's other stories. Juspa, however, did not detail 
the destruction of the community or the burning of Jews during the Black Plague; perhaps 
he was not aware of those tragedies. 
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house. When the matter of the goose became known, the priest was 
greatly frightened. Before he left to deliver his sermon in the church 
the guest said, "I have an idea. Dress me in priestly garments and tak~ 
me with you to the church. Introduce me as a fellow priest and bestow 
upon me the honor of delivering the sermon. Perhaps in this way I will 
be able to save myself along with the few Jews that are still hiding in 
Jewish homes." 

The priest followed the Jew's advice, dressed him in priestly clothes, 
and honored him with the sermon in the church. 

In his sermon, the visitor rebuked his audience for spilling Jewish 
blood without cause. He directed their attention to the Scriptural 
injunction, "Thou shalt not murder." Speaking persuasively, he told 
them that they had sinned by invoking the sorcery of the goose, for 
truth is not found in witchcraft. "I guarantee you," he added, "in a little 
while the goose will hover over the roof of this church where there is not 
even one Jew!" He asked [the congregation] to abandon their trust in 
the spirit which caused the loss of innocent Jewish lives. As he was 
speaking, a cry went up in the church that the preacher was right, for 
the goose had perched on the roof of the church. [The congregation] 
was amazed at the sight of the goose, and they regretted having placed 
confidence in its divinati:on. 

And so, the evil "goose" decrees were anulled. [The congregants] did 
not realize that there had been a Jew in the church when the goose 
perched on the roof- namely, the visitor who was preaching to them! 

A communal custom [was established] in Warms to fast on the tenth 
day of Adar, just as on public fast days. In the morning and afternoon 
prayer services, they would chant the )"orah portion for fast days and 
recite the special supplicatory prayers [Selichot]. 

0 merciful Father, see our suffering! Remember not only the afflictions 
of Worms, but also all the other evil decrees against communities and 
provinces in Germany, Spain, and France- afflicti~ns that are painful 
even to write. May the exalted Creator have mercy upon us and send us 
the righteous redeemer, Amen. 
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Story No. 1 I 
A Jew in Worms who was forced into a barrel 

In Worms there lived a rich, pious, and trustworthy Jew who made his 
living as a money changer. He always carried many Reichs Taler in his 
pocket to exchange [currency] with the Burghers. 

/ ~y, the Jewish man went to the market to_~:t:J,y_fis}_l for the 
Sabbath. While he was in the market, a gentile asked him for an 
exchange of a solid Reichs Taler. The Jew agreed. A wago~er overheard 
the conversation and approached the Jew. "I would also like to buy a 
Reichs Taler," he said ["but I don't have the (value] exchange with 
me'1 

The wagoner and the Jew went to a barrel maker's cellar where the 
wagoner said he could make the exchange. Once in the cellar, the 
wagoner and the barrel maker attacked the Jew. They put a pin roller in 
his mouth to stop him from calling for help, and they tied his wrists and 
ankles, and then put him into a barrel. They too-k the barrel and placed 
it on a wagon in order to take him past the city gates. As they sped 
through the gates, a wagon wheel hit the side, disabling the wagon. 
They tried to fix the wheel, but they could not. 

The watchmen of the city became suspicious when they heard sounds 
coming from the barrel. They asked, "What do you have in the barrel? 
The sounds are like a human's voice." 

The barrel maker and the wagoner said simply, "We have to go to the 
city and find someone to fix the wheel. "The watchmen allowed them to 
go. 

Time passed and the two men did not return. They probably ran away 
through a different gate. One guard said to the other, "Very soon it will 
be night and the men have not returned. The sounds from the barrel 
still continue." 

The guards decided to go to the city council. The watchmen told them 
about the wagoner and the barrel maker and the suspicious noises 
coming from the barrel. The mayor ordered the watchmen to bring the 
wagon, the horses, and the barrel to the city hall. They opened the 
barrel and found the Jew tied up and with a rolling pin in his mouth. 


