
Your clcar letler his reached nrc and in at you go to grcat lengths to expound on
the sulr jecl  of  lcrch ng Ihe Hcbrew janguage to schoolchi ldrcn. Woe lo nrc i f  I  say
anylhing and woe lo nr l .  i f  I  don' l  say anylhinS.

lf I should say that the study of the Hebrcuv languagc, which is thc l.rnguagc oiour
holy iorefathcrs, is prohibitcd, holv embarrassing and sh.rming it\Lould l)c for us. lf I
s l rould not say anything, behold re have secn t \  i th our own eyes how much damagc
has rcsulted frof i r  toaching H-"bfew as a languagc This is bccause new idoas have
come from lhosc within oLr circ lcs who havc p!bl i rhed books in Hebrcw; they speak
In Hebrelv,  yet thev l ransgrcss theTordh Al loi theirpubl icat io 'rsarcofheresyanddis-
sension, oi cdrnality an(ldrs8race.Tley are oi lhc opinion that in order fo he callcd a
ie$/ j l  is cnough 1(]  \pcak l lebfew and to be r le$, r ,  thoul rc l iB on Wehavcscor here
in dre schools dLretoouro\ ' !nsins--.- thi ] l thcyeducaLeLhousandsof.hi ldfcnwith
lvretchcd culture, lea( hinS them public dese(rdlion of Shrbt.rt and tolal dcninl oi
C d. lt i5 well known to cveryon{r thit the} carc only tor thc language and ior the
land of lsrael lnol  i t , r  hol inessl  Bccause of our sins, lhe ver5c has come lruc for us,
'Ancl rnto i t  wr l l  come lawkss peoplc and proiar\e i t "  l \kheTkrl  722)

I t  is v\rc knowf lh,r t  this is lhc t inre to act ior C-d. l l  is evcf al lowed ro {rafgSress
the Tornh in relurn lor dssurance that it lrill bc observed properly in tlre fulul(' Ihe
episo.lc oi the llophcl l:l'Jah at Mount Carmcl dttests lo this concept

Anyhow I do not know vvhy thnre is such .r problem I wc choose n.rl to toa.h
in l lebrew ls i t  such .1 g cnt rr l tzv.r /)  to use speci j ical ly the Hcbr( lw language? l l  is

sludicd and l,)u8ht in the enliro Jewish ralion from lhc limc of the desltudion oi the
T.rr iple throughout the exi le Lrnl i l  .o\r ,  The err l rc ialnr!rd $d\ wf i t ten in n rnrnni. ,  . r5 thnt

wns thl '  l . rnglngc oi  thc t ime. lhenanrbamand.rthergrcal Rabbs ,rotelreirworks n
,^r.rbi . -  lhey saw no dishonor or. l is l l rdce to lhe Hol) ,  Langlrngc bc|ause thnl is wh.r l  th(
pcrplc spoke Whal !!e shoLrld l)e pat1rcular about is to exDlain thclorah in accor.l.nr( |

lvilh \i/hdt was h.)r)dd do\fr1 to us, with cornmcmtators sudr as R.rjhi and lhe Rarnl).ti

lhe la rgu.rBo snotcal l . r l th0l lo l i ,Lang(usef.rranyrcnsor lL i ther ih inthat i t !v.rsthe
hngr age rn vrhir  h the lorr  r  wls givL,n, ns lhc / i . rmbar wri t (s lv€n in lhe halhr(r tr l ls
.)  l  l )dt l rhoure\ (n)c nrn! speal ofrnundane things in the Holv langudi]e l t i5Lrnlvwofth

otTordhwhich.rrcnotai lowe(l i [ thcscpla((5,cvcnrnolhcr lnnguai]cs' lhereiore, lhc
nrainomphas s rsrotontheHoyI.rn8uagesl)  : i i iLr l  vL)ul  ra lhcr i f  thecorrLenl  o iwhi t
ls r l )okor Ihe hol n0s5 of t re Ho y |  . rngurge is of lv t recause ol  thcTorrh.

lhose \ \ ,ho pLrt  nenrefdous crnphd! s on l lcbrelv hav-.  c.r !scd the dese.rnt ion ol  thc
lorah an(llhcreligiorr Hdd,vour I lonor (ccn with hrs own (vcs cven sonre.,l lhc terrible
thin8s lh. l t  have bc(xr done, surely ynu u'ould hale rnkl  t l r . t t  we nrusl  tcJl  our clothinq
.rnd blr$\ the l i i rLlr lu l  Judge, ai  do i  rc rnoufnffs Tl)orf  thrt  hav. sLld ed l-1ebre\\ '  c i l |
n(rw use bookr r l r f  t  i -e al len to oLrr cul trre l f  nddi l  on r ,)  al l  tha I  hr!  been menti . r  red
s() l,r, thev(.nu!,c tl)c scholrldrildmn to be jDl.rupted ironr lhcir holy stucl,v oi the
To(rh, the slu(h'upon !+hich lhc whole \ ! 'or l ( l  {  x ists Inn(.r l  lhc,v cncunrber thenr

sufiicient to exptund the Tor.)h. each onrr in hrs o$ar language, as we havc always

\r '  lh (r fpt /  rers rr)d u] | th bicl  . rnd p ohrl) i ler l  l l r i  rU5, r  r ings lh:r l  \vr  (  . rr  rot  c lcf
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Eliyahu the son ofAbrdham Sasson hrs dccided to open a printirB prers to benefit
the Jcwish cornrnL ni ty and lo Slor i f t ,  the Torah. Hc t fave c(J out oF lown tbf a vear to
learn the trade and hc invested rnuch tintc and effort to learn tlrc intrrcJtc p(xjess
involved in lhis holv \1ork. Creat expenses \+crc in','olvcd besides thc paynren( to the
printers to teach him the tradc. I le also had no income durin8 that finrc to supporl
his family Addl l iofal  expenscs \  rerc incerfed in the p!rchasing of al l  the pr inl i fg
eqLri i rmenL

Rav [li],ahu lsdsson] has cxpresscd concern that orhers not go into comperirion
wi lh him and (duse hinr g(cat i inancial  los. I le has asked us 1() protert  him from
sucl)  an occlr f i r .nce We iho undcrsiSfed are f t 'spondinE to a propcr rcquest and arc
herebf mrking a f i rm decis on to iorb d anyonc f tom opcnifg n .ompetinf l  prcss-
Anyonc who docs so will bc consrdered lransgressrDg.tsainn a hcrem lbanl and
liablo to excornmunicarior) tirs ban includes those wlro dlvell In our counky aod
thosc who don't  l t  incl ldos lew nnd gent i lu,  over \ f i th govearment pcrmtsslon- l l
nc udcs men or \ !omen. ThL.re is no di f ierencc betweef larg( or smnl l  lct tc.s whelher

iD block lelter\ or Ra5hi s.ript. lf .) Moslenl or Chrishan on his own dccides lo open d
pnntinB prcss, no Jcw is permitted k) w(rk therc or to print l)(nks there

Al l  lh is has becn decided \di th lhe fof .c of n Torah ban l i  rnyofe shouk violale i t ,
lhere \ , , / i l l  Lome down upon him a I  thc c!rses oF Lh0 lorah rnd hc wi l l  be bi l tcn bl ,  the
hilc of the rabbis, lvhrch has no healing Anvone who malicrously ignores the ban r{'ill
he pursued |o destrucrion

l-his l )an is for 20 vcdrs frorn lhrs dny. Whoev-"r istcns lo us wi dw,el l  in pcace
afd i ranqui l i ty prote.k '( l  f rom al l  fears. Thosc thrL l istcn t . r  us rv l l  be blessed iv i th
sllcetness and all Sood- All Je$s are holv and shoultl be bl(-'sscd tenfold by C'd

Alrn(ghN ancl should blossonr l jkc roses

We thc underslgncd, Al ' .J,p.  q l ) , i r  r r , l r  l l l { i5)

Hain rlold..hai hl,i/aD Dnid K6!it

Atrphr.l i,tothe h@n

,ud tE /r'lntlDnh Suaod
Nbiot lesharalt Harai

lroshe ,1b/nhant DnBn

hphaelshelono NEh ad Mtufiael^thk azzi

lNote rT rc nbove d(x:Limenl is qr() t( ,d i ronr the hoo < t lebte\, , /  p i t r tng in Middk l) tkn Landt
by Abrnham Yeir l  iJ€rusir lcnr l9l(r)  paSes l6 J7. l

J e.tio, YllrDo.ume, ts E .l{ll
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tinte, in rulers aDd declces, in nature altl climate, iD statcs and
realms-therefbre, all Ibrahk wlrcls werc gjven il lrarvelous, rrise
ambiguil-i thus. lhey can re(eitp Jny tluc intcrpretarion tt irny rirh.. . ,
lndeed, the Torah of fruth, irucribed by Godt furger, engraved upon
thc 'lhblets-will not change nor bc rcnewed, fbr cver and ever

Gt)

In other words, the rvorcls of the holy Tbrah r.c etcrnal, yet thc eternaluess
of thc Torah is manifested spccitcally in its inexhaustiblc capacity to yield
ntuliple rneanings, each appropriate to a differe t human reality.

A second example is l{abbi llen-Ziolr Mcir Hai Uzziel (1880-19-53), born
in the Old City of ler:usalcm to aD ancient afld illustrious Sephtrdic family

From l9l2 to 1939 he served as Sephardic rabbi of Jaffir and'l'el Aviv ancl
trom 1939 until his dcath as chicf Sephardic labbi of tsrael. In tlre iltroduc-
tioo to tlre fust volume of his collected responsa, lvlishpetei Uzziel (1935\,ie

totally rcjects the ceulral premrsc of E[ropcau Orthodoxy and stresses that
halakhah rnust respond tr..r moderD de\.clopments:

ln cvery generation, conditions of life, changes in values, atrti technical
and scierrtific discoveries-crcatc ncw quc.stions and problems that
require solution. 14/e nray not avert our e,vcs from drese issuc.s and say
"Torah frohibits the Newl' i  c., alything Dol cxpressly mentiolccl by
earlier sagcs is ipso facLo forbirlden. A fbrtiori, wc may not simply declarcr
such matLers perrnissible. Nor, may we let thcm remain vague and
unelcar, cach persol actiDfi wrtb rr'gard ltt thelr as hc wishes. Rather, it is
our dlLty b search hahkhic .sonrccs, and kr (lerive, froN what thcy
cxplicaki, respoDses to currclLly nroot isslres- - hr all rny responsl, i
never inclinecl klr.arcls lcnic:Dcv oI slrictncss ar:cording b ln) personal
opinioos; rather, ny inlcnliod irn(l striving *'erc always to s(-ilrch dnd
discor-er thc truth.'fo thc exient that nty u|derstarldingl cnabled rne, I
walked in the l ight of earl ier haliLklr ic t)rasters, r,hosc \ratcrs we dr i t  i
and whosc l ight enlighlens rN; Wirh rhrs hol), l ight, rvhich Lssnes fr.onr
the source ol the hicftleu, conccalec{ Light, I ilturninirtecl rny c1-es. (ix -x)

)rthodoxy aDd Reform He statcs that
rough hcrrnerrculrcs and analogl ' ,  as
.,J to dis.ove. the tr l(h. Uzzicl sees
rn)nnil l ivc ( l icl i l i  ralher, he re<luires

{s should lelatc to dc!€l()t)mcn(s fil
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"On \I'omcnt Voting"

Vidr Godt Aid,

Apdl l92o-J€rusalem

To the nrany *ho havc rsk.J ahou( tlr piiriciparion of
eo'ncn h rh€ €lc.rion of rne Consriruri"e Asrnb|

Your wcighry query rcga ilg rhe clccrior ofwomcn R)
r l " .  

^-mhl,  ^ f  'hcJ+,.^f  l .LnJ, , f l . , r f r  t r r . ' i  . ' l
issuel, cvctr though I hxvc alreadr crfrcjled m)'opm('n

in dis nafte, in g€ncral ir rn, open leftcr ro rhe Miznhi
asGiado. Iin Scpr.r,btr 19r91

Norv, as then,I rnu* sar thar l m unworlhyoflou, luv-
ine rent rc trhl qucryl, 1or I sec r srrong need ro con-
vcrc a sr€rr assed)ly of rhe ruhb^ of the hnd oflsRcl,
wbichwould d&iJe the mars.l thnrk 

'hrr 
s,at.hoql hnr

no!yet betrso scp..r'cd fmm rcligioo is o mak. it pos
siblc ro think th.tt thc srresmcn havc the righr ro acr or
n mrnerofgencml conce 'vtrhout aDy snsnlcntn)i li,r
(he opinion ofaLl thc rd,sio$ aunlriri$ in rhe hn,t of
kr.cl, ir d,etr srer n,,loriry Therctb'e, I beli€ve n nec-
csa,;- rhat all rhc r$bis ofthc Ijnd ofl5Eelrulc on rhis
i$ue joi. t: Be<ausc (he maftr is .ron prcsnrg. thc
rlscDbly should i3kc phce as s..n i5 po$ible

Ar Fo, ,ny o*n opinion, 2\ i mr@ oC rlrcorv, holcver, I
woultl like ro rrtl some ch.,lieoon m s1,ir I e io rhc

,t! lher, I 
'nisr 

$y nos, drd lhe ,rbbis wlb de.laic!1 ur(
lcgrl prohrLirrn drr:w rhen .J,ioidr iiom .he so',(e of
rhc one n,iceFa hcar f;mr rhcTord, tiom rlt Propher,
and trod Scriprurc, tron ie halalhalt rnd 600 Lh(
dgnhh, r\* t.ich$ trr .lnr rhc spiri( of drc .vhore

Da!i.r, r, rr errcncc Md puriqa optoscs rhn m.d.irl

iunovarnn k (cd(hcs a\ urll Llut if we bend orrselyes

specificrllv o thc novcl rrish moLaliLy,- we rhucby conr
mir ar rct ofbcuryrl ro our owr Inoi iil, lhe nroeliL),
ofjudaisnl" such.n lcr $in6 rhc spirn otdr€ nain,n and
lo*,ers m rhc goond rhe Fortress ofnrtionJ rcvivaL. lfwe
rc do( prcfficrs, we are rhe sors oI prophea; rnd wc

must .'rll our in d grcrt voice @ rll oor LJrorhers who i(

pr-"r , ,  J* i r .  the.r .  ng,  rnrng ofo, . ,  r . \ ival  uB:dg
rh.m Lo guarJ rhcn r l i rn. .  mJ n, t  o fed us rhn un, ipc

ftuit q'hose rdvem etrcs we will neqeri!, srcarly

we bcli.ve our ouLlook on rhe lifc oisocicLl, n moie d.l-
, ( . ,  r  JnJ t l -c d! 'n, l -  r  " f the " thrr  

c v l  ,ed r . r ion,  in

B.netul Our lan';ly is lacred to u i ! much dep€r q,ay

drin ir i to rU rhc mqlem *orltl, rnd rhis is dre huis ol
Lhc happi,rcrr rnd rtigniry of tLc V'(,man of Isrncl. ln
odre, n,rionr, the iarnily r not ftc foudaaon of thc
nirion, nor ir ir is stable and dccf is n r rnid$ G For

rhis reoor, rh* are not o aken abacl by rbc uack in
hmily life, and thc consequencs ofiho* bELs wll ror
orsc r.n hnd) rc' LlEr narionil lilc TLe psrchologicrl

brsis for ctlling For publlc frtidpitnn ir clc.uoru by
lhc mde of"woolc,,\ nghr" nkcs fundurenrJly from
lhe r$rppr posir o. ol rhe ma$ ofqdncn rnidsr rhcsc
D,rions.lfth.ir f.n,ilrsnurion had bcctr s pcretuland
(l,Xnified N ( is genemlly it kmcl. rhc mmen rltcn'
{elvcs, rr well3s Nci ofscie!.e, doJ!llq rid hsh ideals,
vould nor dcrrutrd whar rhel cr I iiglrs ofsuffi$c lor
women, irL rhc corrmnn fastrior, r stcp rhar might spoil
do.,sti. uan{uili'y (r,tzl,z r/r/t) !Dd ,rlnrkkly lcid to

a srd dcrc.iora(ion oFpoliti€l an,l n,rion,t lilc in 8..-

llur our of Ll*n deyerrcior rnd brtcnes, the resrlt of
mil. .oasorsr ttut spoils frrrilv I fc, drc x,men oF

othcr nrrions dr)ughr ro rcciv€, thrcush sonrc p(blic
c'npowc.menr, hclp in rmelio'rtiog dlcir sreEhcdstu-

Lion ar hoDrc, wirhour regrrrl Lo rhr ln.rher breichcs

nic (he,eb)r siri(. thoic bre2.bca src $ n' n,crous. Wc

' lI nd :nxreJ *on it ruli rlr ]l{ r Lr.fo( rlk v n!,[ .,i r], : gnrd /t!rq4 edr{



Misbpetei Uziel44
Rabbi Be Z-ion Uzicl, 1920

(Tndl.tion - 7-vi Z!h&)

"\/oMLN',S rUCH:I.\ IN THE r{OUSl] Otj RlrI,Rtl
SI]NI-ATIVES AND IN INSTII UI IONS OI IUBI-I(]
AND }7!}1I,'I, LI.] I)FRSHII'

r Rrorc rhis ur,,,r,, onEitallv rc clarify rhc halzlhah
for n,yself, ror wishing o puliicize rod trocL dls rapal
yrz and drs h zkhh lar nplcnettrion. Horycyei
nowsihc tl,is q(csrion hN bcer rerlve,l bl.itscll Iaeem
ir r .oJ 'o t  ' t ' l i  

.c  :  f "  t l  purF".s . i  I  ha" .d"

A-Vor::su-s !!

'lhis nsue b(.:D1e a cenrral (ontruvcro] ir F,a rir,.l
od rhc *hole Lnd oflsael lrkcd wirh rhc dcbdc

lrers rnd wai'ringt, pimphlcs ind nsspapcr xrlieles
aplerrcr.l derv cvcry trror)ins, ibsolurclr plohlhdng
eoncnir prrticiplrnr in rhe clccrions Some based rhcir

ugrrnent on -Ionh Law," some oo the nced rc presewe
rjE boundries of tudo.,s dd Inorrs, anJothcF on rlr
wish o cnsu'c drc pcrc of ilr! h'nily hohe. All lqcd
upon drc s:virg "Thc new ls prchjbir<i br'1; r (rzl,J,

I regrd ro $y $.t r do not h.!r avail.t'I. n@ l,€Fore hc
rtl rbr lirchture th{ h6 nc.umulaed on this isre I m
vcry gratctul ro o1 liicrd, r virturl rcposirory ofTtrr:h,

rhe 9rc3( Rabbi Ha1yin Hirschensoiri, ,vho in tris book
Matki Ra,cfudah, pxrr 2, swoed up dl LlE rotcmnL
rn:tenal. Thrrs I haw tle opoonunit' to he.rr all thc "pin-
nns of rosc who prchbit [wome,r'r; suf]mge], and rcdt'
crss them ro thc best ofny linncd crpac,ty

-r'hc issue on b. !,bdivideit ;nro No herdin8s: (a) 
'llc

righ, !o votu, ond (bl $c righL to t)e clected

Regrrding ihc fi,s thciJingl, we fiurl ro cltar grourd ro

pohil)ir $is. .nd ir is in.onei\abl. ftlt knn$ slnrld

bc dcnied this personrl right- For in rhqe elaritns *c

elL'v:n' lerdes tpoo us rnd c powcr otrr reprascnarys

rr speak in our nrlrc, ro orgrniz( rhc marcrs of our

1rl*rr anrJ o kry nxes on our propcny. I hc wonren,
slF 'h( ,  d,FLd" or rnd'r<r\ .  . r .c1r t le r , :  ho|  y 

"r
rhcsc represcntativcs rnLi obey thcir pul,lic dd naaoDal
direcrpes rnJ laws llds. rhd o onc sinrltaneoul.v
'pull (he rope fx, bolh drds: lay upon drcm rhe duw
Lo ot'ey rhosc clected Lry rhe peoptc, 1cr dcny thetr rhc
right,o lotc n, the cledions?

lI anyne rhould tcll u rhrt rvonro should bc sciudcd
f.on drc aodng luhlic Lredlse "rhe; mii& re fi{ihr!.

I'la'4rn 4nkr" lsttnbbnt 33b xrt (trdnstL4 s|b) an<l

rhey krow not how rc choose who ir wordry oflerLliag

the people, ec rcply Vell, thor, let us qdude frcm the
elecrcLae also those men who d. of0thty minds" (.dd

rrcJr rrc ocv* hcklng) Howev*, rcaliry confiols u

.learly wirh thc fact rhat, both iD rhc psr and in our
tin:es, wontcn nre cqual rc nten ir kno*ledgc rnd wis

dom, daling in ornncrce 
^nd 

inde rnd ondtrcling alt
peBonrlmt(6 ia the b6r posrblc wa1: Has n*rban
krowr rhar a guardirn is appontcd ro condu.t the rf.ns
ofun rduk rvonun, rg:insL hcr *ill?

fhc ncanirrg of ou Rebbii saten\c'\ " Aa nzn qakt," is
entircly dillerenr. Also, Lhe shement 'womc! hnre io

wirdos dc.pr wi$ rcgard to rh. sp;r.llc' (v.u 66bJ, E
orly 1Jowery strdrng intcndcd o circunvcrr a {rucsuor

posed by a wormn lndocd. rhe Talmud itselfstatcs rhar

thc woman rvho rkcd thc qucsior wes a wise p.rson, $
n srqi A $Lc w.m.'n posd a,Iustion t" Frht'r Flioer-

AnJ our Rrbbis upr*sly srated: "And Cod coNrudcd

' 
uzii r.( 6 hcE m d. llopuGr rcl;sios oricniirc! dnflul{&l br Lhis pllr on so,ds .onrd b/ Ribb, Moss Soadr (,t r,,, s4'j E I eLt errr,{

Hurszf R SoFI uiJt.d $ir !i.r. r'ho* hallht! omn{n,n dii'.d to lhc n'h[.] pn)hib )n r6riN erin8 ,F gni6, 6 di\qu,lirv dla kgi.i-
hr.r oa rD n'od*n$ I{.iotrr inDovdon +llnor


