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comect beyond doubt. They are conclusions drawn from the plain meaning
of the Lext.

The precise daie of the messianic advent connot be known, But |
am in possession of an extraordinary tradition that | received from my
father, who in tum received it from his father,*'* going back 1o our
early ancestors whe were exiled from Jerusalem, as the prophet tes-
tifieid: and the exiles of Jerusalem that are in Spain [Obad. 1:20],2
The tradition is that a covert indication lics in the prediction of Balaam
1o the future restoration of prophecy in Isracl. Incidentally,'® it may
be stated that there are other verses in the Torah that contain cryptic
indications in addition to their simple meaning, For example, the word
reie i the remnrk of Jacob to his sons: go down . . . there {rdu shamah)
[Gen. 42:2] has the numerical value of 210 and contains & hint as 1o
the length of Ismel's stay in Egypt.®'® Likewise, the stotement of Moses
our teacher: Should you, when you have begotten children and chil-
dren’s children and are long established in the land . . . [Dewt, 4:35] 7
embodies a reference to the duration of lsrael’s stay in the land of
lsracl, from the time of their arrival to the exile in the time of Ye-
hoiakin, that is, 840 years, corresponding 1o the numerical value of
the word enashantem™® (and are long established). We find many
others like them.?'® By this method of cryptic allusion it was trans-
mitted to me that Balaom's statement: Jacob s told al once (ka'et), yea
lsrael, what God has planned [Num. 23:23],*® contains a veiled hint
as 1o the date of the restoration of prophecy 1o lsracl. The sentence
means that afier the lapse of an interval equal to the time that passed
from the six days of creation to Baloam's day, seers will again 1ell
lsrael what God has planned. Now Balasm utiered his prediction in
the thirty-eighth year afier the Exodue, which corresponds to the year
2485 afier the creation of the world, for the Exodus 1ok place in the
beginning of the yoar 244872 [t {s doubtless true that the reappear-
anee of prophecy in lsrael is one of the signs betokening the appronch
of the messianic era, as is staled: Afier that | will pour aut My apirit
upon all flesh; your sons and daughters shall prophesy. . . [Joel 3:11. 72
This is the mosi reliable tradition conceming the advent of the Mes-
siah. T call it relinble, although | have admonished against it, and
strictly prohibited blazoning it abvoad, lest some people deem it unduly
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posiponed. [ have already apprised you concemning it, but God best

knows what is true,

Your statement that the time of the advent of the Messiah is indi-
cated by Jeremiah, who said: /i is a time of trouble for Jacob, but he
shall be delivered from it [Jer. 30:7),%" is incorrect. For it must refer
to the war of Gog and Magog, which will take place some time after
the oncoming of the Messiah.** Sume of the supposed signs, such as
the Gate of Gerson and others, are very doubtful.** Same are wrongly
ascribed to the sages, while others owe their origin to figures of speech
and enigmatic sayings which should not be literally taken,

v

You write that a certain man in one of the cities of Yemen pretends
that he is the Messiah.™ As [ live, 1 am not surprised at him or at
his followers, for | hove no doubn that he is mad, and a sick person
should not be rebuked or reproved for an illness brought on by no fault
of his own. Neither am | surprised at his votaries, because they were
persuaded by him owing 1o their sorry plight, their ignorance of the
importance and high rank of the Messish, and their mistaken com-
parison of the Messioh with ibn Mahdi, ™" whose rise they are wit-
nessing. But | am astonished that you, a scholar who has carefully
studied the doctrine of the rabbis, are inclined to repose faith in
him.*™* Do you not know, my brother, that the Messish is a very
eminent prophet, more illustrious than all the prophets after Moses?
Do you not know that a false pretender 1o prophecy is 1o sulfer capital
punishment for having arrogated to himsell unwarranted distinction,
just as the person who prophesied in the name of the idols is put to
death? For God says: But any prophet who presumes to speak in My
name an pracle which § did not command kim to utter, or who speaks
in the name of other goeds—that prophet shall die [Deur. 18:20).3%
What stronger evidence exists than his very pretensions to be the
Messish that he is a liar?

How oikl is your remark about this man, that he is renowned for
his meekness and a little wisdom. Do these characteristics make him
a Messinh? You were beguiled by him because you have not considered
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the preeminence of the Messinh, the manner and place of his appear-
ance, ond ihe marks by which ho is lo be identified. The Messiah
indecd ranks above all prophets afier Moses in eminence and disline-
tion, and God has bestowed some gifls upon him that be did not bestow
upon Moses, as may be gathered from the following verses: He shall
sense the truth by his reverence for the Lord [Isa. 11:3); The spirit of
the Lord shell alight upon him [lsa. 11:2); Justice shall be the girdle
of his loins [Isa. 11:5].%*" God has conferred upon him six appellations
in the verse: For a child has been born to ws, a son has been given ws.
And authority has settled on his shoulders. He has been named “the
Mighty Geod &5 planning grace; the Eternal Father, a peaceable rieler”
{Pele, Yoaiz, El, Gibbor, Aviad, Sar-shalam) [Isa. 9:5].%% He continues
to magnily him, and declares: You are My son; [ have fathered you
this day [Ps. 2:7).%** All these statements demonstrato the superiority
of the Messish 1o all the descendants of Adam,

Transcendent wisdom is & sine qua non for inspiration. It is an
article of our [sith that the gift of prophecy is vouchsafed only to the
wise,_ the strong, and the rich. Strong is defined as the ability o control
one's passions.™* Rich signifies wealthy in knowledge. Now if we dare
nol put trust in a man's pretensions to prophecy if he does not excel
in wisdom, how much less must we tnke serigusly the claims of an
ignoramus that he is the Messioh, That the man in question is untu-
tored is evident from the order he issued to the people 1o give nway,
nn you state, all their possessions for elesmosynary purposes. They did
right in disobeying him, and he wae wrong inasmuch as he disregarded
the Jewish law concerning almagiving, Scriptuie says: Bue of all that
a man owns, be it man or beast or land of his holding. nothing that
he has proseribed for the Lord may be sold or redeemed [Lev. 27:28].
The rabhis explain, in their comment on this verse, “part of all thai
he owns, but not all that he has."™* The sages accordingly sel bounds
to the bounty of the beneficent in an explicit ruling, which reads: “He
who is inclined to be liberal with the poor, may not part with more
than a Gfth of his possessions. "™ There is no doubt that the reasoning
that led him to claim that he is the Messiah induced him to issue a
command to his fellowmen 1o give away their property and distribute
it 1o the poor. But then the affluent would become destitule and vice
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versa, According o his erdinance it would be necessary for the nou-
veaur riches to return their recently acquired propery o the newly
impoverished. Such a regulstion, which would keep property moving
in a circle, is the peak of folly.

As 1o the place where the Messiah will make his first appearance,
He informs us that he will first present himsell only in the land of
Israel as is stoted: fe will suddenly come to His temple [Mal. 3:1).2
As to the how of his advent, nothing at sll will be known about it
before it occurs. The Messiah is not a person concerning whom it may
be predicied that he will be the son of so-and-so, or of the family of
so-and-so. On the contrary, he will be unknown before his coming,
bun be will prove by mesns of mirscles and wonders that he is the true
Messinh. In allusion 10 his mysterious lineage, God suys: Behold a
man whose name is the Shoot, and who sholl shoot up [Zech. 6:12] 2"
Similarly Isainh, referring 1o his arrival, implies that neither his father
nor mother, nor his kith and kin will be known, for he will grow, by
his favor, like a sapling, like a root out of arid ground [[sa. 53:2).%%
After his manifestation in Palestine, lsrael will be gathered in Jeru-
salem and the other cities of Palestine. Then the tidings will spread
1o the East and to the West until it will reach Yemen and those beyond
you in India, as we learn (rom lsaish: Co, swifi messengers, 1o a nation
Sar and remote, to a peaple thrust forth and atway . . . which sendy out
envays by sea, in papyrus vessels upon the water [Isa. 18:2].%%" The
redemption will not be reversed so that it will appear in distant lands
first, and ultimately reach Palesting, *9

What the great powers are that all the prophets from Moses to
Malachi mscribe to the Messiah may be inferred from various staie-
ments in the lwealy-four books of Seripture. The most significant of
them is that the repon of his advent will strike terror inio the hearts
of all the kings of the earth, and their kingdoms will fall; neither will
they be able to war or revoll against him. They will neither defame
nor calumniate him, for the miracles be will pedform will fightea them
into complete silence. lsaiah refers to the submission of the kings 1o
him in the verse: Kings shall be silenced becanse of him [lsa. 52:15].%%
He will slay whom he will by the word of his mouth, none will escape
or be saved, ns is written: He shall strike down a land with the rod of
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fuis mouth [Isa, 11:4].%*" Kevolution and war in the entire world, from
Enst to West, will not cease at the beginning of the messianic era, but
only after the wars of Gog and Magog, as was indicated by Ezekiel.®**

| do not believe that this man who has appeared smong you pos-
sesses these powers. You know that the Christians falsely nscribe
marvelous powers to Jesus the Nazarene, may his bones be ground 1o
dust, sich as the resurrection of the dead and other miracles, Even if
we granted this for the sake of argument, we should not be convineed
by their reasoning that Jesus 8 the Messioh. For we can bring a
thousand proofs from Scripture that it is not so even from their paint
of view,™* Indeed, will anyone arogate this rank to himself unless he
wishes to make himself 8 laughing stock?

I sum, had this man acted presumptuously or disdainfully, | would
deem him worthy of death.™® The truth seems to be that he became
melancholy and lost his mind, In my opinion, it is most advisable,
both for your good and for his, that you put him in iron chains for a
while, uniil the gentiles learn that he is demented. After you have
blaroned and bruited abroad the inislligence conceming this man among
them, you may relesse him without endangering his safety, If the
gentiles goin knowledge about him after he has been locked up by
you, they will tauni him and proncunce him irrational, and you will
remain unmolested by him, If you procrastinate ontil they learn of this
olfair of their ewn accord, you will most likely ingwr their weath.
Remember, my coreligionisis, that on account of the vast number of
our sins God has hurled us into the midst of this peaple, the Arabs,
who have persecuted us severely, and passed baneful and diserimi-
natory legislation against us, as God has forewarned ws: Our enemizy
themselves shall judge us [Deut, 32:31).%*" Never did a nation molest,
degrade, debase, and hate us as much as they,*" Theeefore, when
David king of lsrael of blessed memory, inspired by the Holy Spiril,
envisaged the future tribulations of lsrael, he bewailed and lamented
their lot only in the kingdom of Ishmael, and prayed on their behalf
for their deliverance in the verse: Woe is me, that [ live with Meshekh,
ihai | dwell among the clans of Kedar [Ps. 120:5).**" Note the dis-
tinction hetween Kedar and the children of Ishmael, for the Madman
is of the lineage of the children of Kedar, as they readily admit, ®?
Daniel also alludes o our humilistion and degradation fike the dust in
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threshing [2 Kings 13:7).*% sulfered only at the hands of the Arabs,
may they be spesdily vangquished, when he says: And it made fall 1o
the ecarth some of the host, yea of the stara, some of which it rampled
[Dan. B:10].**2 Although we are dishonored by them beyond human
endurance, and have to put up with their fabrications, we yet behave
like him of whom the prophet said: But [ am like a deaf man, un-
hearing, like a dumb man who cannot speak up [Ps. 38:14).%** Simi-
larly, our sages instructed us to bear the prevarications and lies of
Ishmael in silence. They found it in a eryptic alluzion to this atide
in the names of his sons, Mishmo, Dumah, and Massa, ™ which have
been interpreted to mean listen, be silent, and endure. We have ac-
guiesced, both young and old, 1o inure ourselves 1o humilistion, as
Isainh instructed us: ! offered my buck to the flaggers, and my cheeks
to those who tore out my hair [Tsa. 50:6] %% ALl this notwithstanding,
we do nol escape this cominued maltreatment and pressure, which
well-nigh crush us. Mo matter how much we suffer and elect 1o remain
al peace with them, they stir up strife and sedition, as David describes:
I am all peace; but when | speak, they are for war [Ps. 120:7], % Most
certainly therefore if we start trouble, and claim power from them
absurdly and preposterously, we surely give ourselves up lo destrue-
tion.

| shall now suceingtly narrate several episades 1o you, subsequent
10 the rise of the Arob kingdom, from which you will derive some
benefit.**” One of these is the exodus of a multitude of Jews, numbering
hundreds of thousands from the Esst beyond lefahan, led by an indi-
vidual who pretended to be the Messish. ™ They were accoutred with
military equipment and drown swords, and slew all those that encoun-
tered them. According 1o the information [ received, they reached the
vicinity of Baghdad. This happened in the beginning of the reign of
the Omayyads, ™"

The king then said to all the Jews of his kingdom: “Let your scholars
o oul to meet this multitude and ascentain whether their pretensions
are true, and he is unmistakobly vour expected one. Il 80, we shall
conclude peace with you under any conditions you may prefer. But if
it is dissimulation, | shall wage war against them.” When the sages
mel these Jews, the latter declored: “We belong to the children of the
district beyond the Tiver."*™ Then they asked them: “Whe instigated
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