Prima }irid Nogros and Houw Serpants.
BY B. MORDECAL b State-sirect.
At private rale— .
TOM, ¥ years of aze, siprrior coschman and house
syrvinl.
JOUN, 9 years of age, superior coachman and house
servani.
LILARUEN; M years of ige, supetior conchman and
Nouse scrrant !
lrhh\[:, 92 yenrs of nge, hoo+e screant,
DRUCILLA, 29, seamsiress, wnsher and ironer, and
hoase sArvant.
ELVY, 18, neamsteeen, washer and ironer, and hoore
servanl.
AMELTA, 22, scainatress, tailnress, warher, and house
mErYanl.
LYDIA, 40, conk, washer and [roner.
LOUIBA, 40, cook, washer anl ironer. .
PATAY, 19, seamnstrass, conk, washer and irener, and
chiid's nurre.
CAROLINE, 17 yenm old, prime field hand.
LLUCY, 19 yeam old, prime fi=ld hand.
RETBY,17 vears oldd, prime field hand.
MARGARET, 16 years old, prime field hand.
CATHERINE, 16 years olf, prime field hand:
MILLY, 17 year old, prime tield hand.
OCTAVIA, 16 yeara old, prime (leld hand.
BALINA, l,ﬂ yeare old, prime fizld hand.
MARY, 9 year old, prnime field hand.
NAH’C* and 2 children, 20 yeam old, prime firld hand.
HARAH and child, 30 yram ald, prime firld hand.
BUBAN, 30 years old, prime ekl hapd.
BARAH, 18 vearn old, prime field hanl.
SAROLINE, 18 year otd, pritne field hand.
BAUNDER=®S, 22, field haml.
BENJAMIN, 25, field hand.
RAMPBON, 50, firld hand.
AAM, 16, field hand and plongh boy.
MUSL’.B, I3, ficld hand and conper.
LINDSAY 27, fis.d hanl.
HENRY, 20, field hand,
I8AAC, 18, firld hand.
LAWRENCE, 45, firld hand.
AYRON, 22, fietd hand.
DAVE, Q) yeam af age, laharer,
NAT veare of age, laborer and cailor,
HEN&", asuperioe cont, pantaloan and vest maker, 22
years old. thintuwlihfin? Jannary |

15. Advercisement of slaves by B. Mordecai. {Daify Coarier, March 24, 1840.)




Marranos sought to impress vpon Sephardic Jewry. And un-
doubtedly they were influenced by the development of the Uni-
terian movement in the United States and Charleston at this period,
The Reverend Samuel Gilman, Unitarian minister of the Second
Independent Church of Charleston, which was to become the
Unitarian Chureh of Charleston, author of the ode "Fair Harvard,”
wes a friend of Isaae Harby and many of the members of Beth
Elohim. He attended serviees at the synagogue and wrote his im-
pressiona in the North Americon Hesiew of Boston [although the
review was unsigned, a jJater index indicates that it was he who
wrote it].

He noted with surprise that people sat or stood at will. During
the serviee, '

while we were fixing gur attention on tha intonations of the chanting
priest, & highly respectable elder of the congregatlon arcase and
crossed the area, and taking his seat next to us, began the discussion
of a curious point of Hebrew phraseclogy; after which he entered
upoh B much more general econversation, leaving on our minda at
Inst the impression of his belng & polite and hospitable entertainer,
mther than of what we know he really was, a devout lellow wor-
chippaer.

The liturgy, Gilman continued, was in Hebrew and Spanish, the
Spanish being used to announce the contributions offered. Chanting
went on “with great indistinciness and volubility, now sinking into
a low murmur, now in viclent vociferation.” The service took
three houras because it was rapidly executed. He was informed that
if it wera properly conducted, it would have required five hours.
There was no sermon and the people walked in and out of the

synegogue as they pleased.®

3 The Norih Americon Revirw (Bomton, July, 1826); Louw H. Sflterman, American
Iopoct: Judoiam in the Umiied Stalzs in th Early Ninefeenth Canfurp [R. G. Rudolph
Leoturen in Judale Studlep, Syrecwss Univervity, Aprl) 258, 1984), Dr. Silbsrman, ia this
intarauting papar, probes this matter of the infAuences motivatiby Inaae Harby and tha
Redormed Sociaty of Loyeelltes ln conmderable depth and detail,

He sxplorts & nombar of sources of their thought and sction. Ooe of these was the
Jufluenca of Amerlcan Protestantlym st thiy Hime. He states that such thinking an thelrs

waa madisted to the Jewhh community through svents sod Institations (n Amerlenn
Protestantism . - . What happsued in Charleton wws derlvative sod [t prowimale
mourca [n to ba found within tha eontext of Protestantiam jo Chacloston In the years
immediatsly proceding the founding of the Refarmad Saclaty,
Ha masntions thet the Calvinkm of Naw Eoglsnd “wap realing onder the omlsught of
Unltarianlam™ and notas the prassnea of Dr. Thomas Coopor of Bouth Carplina Collnge,
an Engleh Jaesbin and frlend of Joseph Prisstley and hls controveriea with the Prasby-
tarlang In 1821-1622 apd later. And precwding Gilman in Charleston, thers wap the
Reversnd Anthony Forster who becama the relifious lesder of Lha Second Todepandent
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spondents was the Huongarian rabbi, Aaron Chorin (1766-1844),
who angwered:

It is not only permissible, but obligatory, to frea the worship ritual
from its adhesions, to hold the service in a Janpguage understandable
to the worshipper, and to secompany It with organ apd song.®

This aroused the Orthodox who sent out an appeal to the tradi-
tionally minded rabbia of Europe, many of whose opinions are
recorded in 2 volume Eieh DHure Ha-Berith [These Are the Words
of the Covenant]. Their coneclusion about the Organ was em-

phaticelly put:

It is forbidden to pley on any instrument in the synagogue, either
on the Sabbath or Holydays, even if the playing is done by a
non-Jew.

The Responsum of the Beth Din of Prague, headed by Rabbi
Eliezer Fleckeles, is interesting, especially since it contradicts some-
what the claim made by the Charleston Reform group. It stated:

... An far aa playing the organ on the Holy Sabbath ia concerned,

this i in every way contrary to Jewish law, even if it [s done throeugh

a non-Jew. To be sure, hers in Prague, wa have an old custom to

oboerve the eve of the Sabbath with music. However, this takes

place a hall hour hefora Barechu, at which time the musieal in-
" struments have to be laid aside

Rabbi Moses Sofer of Presshurp argued that the use of an organ
was inadmissible becanse it eouid be traced back to the Biblical
Juhal and was, therefore, a pagan instrument. Further, he con-
tended, musie in the synagogue was prohibited, for since the de-
struction of the Second Temple, all joy had been banished from the
service.

The thesis of Rebbi Jacob of Lissa was that the first element of
religion reats on & foundation of faith in past tradition. In divine
matters, he insisted, one cannot rely on one’s own reason, for human
reason is subject to error. Reason, he averred, may be used as an
addition to the Tradition, to illuminate the laws and customs of
the past, but one may rely on it only when it is congruous with
law and tredition, not when it is opposed to them. Therefore, since

nW. Gunthar Plaut, The Rise of Reform Judoiom: A Sourcebosk of Jis Europs
Origina (New York: World Unlon for Progreasive Judalsm, 1983), p, 84.
M fnid., p. Bl
N Jkid, p. 85.
9 Ibid, p. 86.
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