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The Lse 'tJ AIt Wines

those known nol to bc owDcd or opcrated by such a cult, Lhe issue of
idolatry would become mool - at least as far irs thc prohibilion olwrne is
concerned

The Prohibition Will Not Prevent Mixed Marriages
The odginal motivation for thc prohlbilion againsl using wine made or
touchedby non-Jews was to prevcnt mixed ma iagcs 'bccause oflheir
daughters, ' as thc Talmud phruses iL r: Ifanything, thaL problcm is more
acLrie iIt our day thaD ]t was rn Talmudic trmes lf I thoughl for one
minute that prohibiting winc made by Centilcs would havc the slightest
effccl on diminishhg thc number oI mixcd marriages, I would drop all
othcl conccms and opt for prohibiting it on that basis aloDe. I lrankly
doubL, however, th.rL prohrbiting wine touched by notr Jews will havc
any effect whalsoevq on climrnating or evcn mitigatiDg that problem.
O(her spi ts prcpared by non-Jews werc permiLted tong ago, and iL is
precisely at Lhe cocklail party wherc mos. inirial socializing takcs placc
Moreover, thc real faclors crcaling our high rate of intermarriagc havc
litlle, ifanything, to do with Lhe laws olkashrut in gcnefal, lct alonc the
kashrut ot wine in particular- Few of thosc who plan to intermarry kccp
kosher at all, and lhosc who do will not be prcventcd from marrying
their intendcd spouses by a prohrbition against drinking wine wilh them

Moreovcr, zrs Rabbi Srlvermon poinrs out, the prohibilions originally
instituled against thc bread, oil, and cooked loods preparcd by non-Jews
have bccn abrogated long ago If one were kccping these strict mcasures
in ordu to prcvent social inlercoursc betwecn Jews and Gcntilcs, then
the polioy would aL least be oonsistent Such a policy would bc
incffectivc. howcvcr, because Jews in their modem business and sNial
contacts will not, and oftcn cannot, observc such rules We havc enough
difficulty convmcing thcm to observc the laws of kashrut! Evcn if a
return lo all of the fomer proh)biljons could be effccluatcd, il would nol
bc desirable In keeping witb our accepLllncc of the condilions of
modcmity, we m thc Conservauve movement would undoubledl) hold
tha1, short of mixcd matiage, Jews rhould havc social and business
contact with non-Jews

ln any case, all of the other prohibitions designcd to lnhibil social
inlercourse between Jcws aDd Gcntrles have bcen dropped in tbe course
of history Mainlainilg the prohibrtions ngainst wine alone wilt not
prcvent mixed mar agcs in thc modern conlexl ofconslanl iDleractions
bctween lcws and non-Jcws One doubts whethcr standinq alone it is
even a sisnificant factor
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