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The Use of All Wines

those known not to be owned or operated by such a cult, Lhe issue of
idolatry would become mool — al least as far as the prohibition of wine is
concerned

The Prohibition Will Not Prevent Mixed Marriages

The original motivation for the prohibition against using wine made or
touched by non-Jews was to prevent mixed marriages — “‘because of their
daughters,” as the Talmud phrases il * 1f anything, thal problem is more
acute in our day than 11 was in Talmudic times If I thought for one
minute that prohibiting winc made by Gentiles would have Lhe slightest
effcctl on diminishing the number of mixed marnages, I would drop all
other congcrns and opt for prohibiting it on that basis alone. 1 frankly
doubl, however, thal prohibiting wine touched by non-Jews will have
any elfect whalsoever on climinating or even mitigating that problem.
Other spirits prepared by non-Jews werce permilted long ago, and il is
precisely at the cocklail party where most initial socializing takes place
Moreover, the real factors creating our high rate of intermarriage have
little, if anything, to do with the laws of kashrul in general, Iet alone the
kashrul of wine in particular. Few of thosc who plan Lo intermarry keep
kosher at all, and thosc who do will not be prevented from marrying
their intended spouses by a prohibition against drinking wine with them.

Moreovcr, as Rabbi Silverman points oul, the prohibitions originally
instituled against the bread, oil, and cooked [oods preparcd by non-Jews
have been abrogated long ago. If one were keeping Lhese stnct measures
in order to prevent social inlercourse between Jews and Gentiles, then
the policy would al least be consistent Such a policy would be
incflective, howcver, because Jews in their modern business and social
contacts will not, and often cannot, observe such rules. We have enough
difficulty ¢onvincing them to observe the laws of kashrut! Even if a
return Lo all of the former prohibitions could be effectuated, it would not
bc desirable. In keeping with our acceplunce of the condilions of
modcrnity, we in the Conservanve movemenl would undoubtedly hold
that, short of mixcd marriage, Jews should have social and business
contact with non-Jews

In any case, all of the other prohibitions designed 1o inhibil social
intercourse between Jews and (Gentiles have been dropped in the course
of history. Maintaining the prohibitions against wine alone will not
prevent mixed marriages in the modern conlext of constant inleractions
between Jews and non-Jews. One doubts whether standing alone it is
even a significant factor
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