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i[]" 1,. .r" iinll ,r;,.ireirT r ti4:rar&: ]iai1lrg{ljlr
11.{ lLlnJr ta Eota-Cols Ibtf;i::r.- Cqripsl.V,
J&; tUgerroC &rerua,
4tLsdia,4ec;reaa-

iil dodr L F.r

9jij i.i J1rai E ]ine tr atiqile tlt!-: : bir: ?. rleflteh, te] .taoh{ugtqn

$trsst, S. fl., .e1'hr1ta b:o crltj.ielJ' !etl,s.f1ad iJ]! ul.f sJoreni.ri:l eDes-Cnlp
rJr p, rl tr: qar+.jeu1Er lefeFeaee io ono LJr{red.1€.'11 lr;|llqji+oirred ,et Cj_,iairaail,
i!d.k!rg 

- 
TLii', rr ttri| fictcrt -a\d lai{r.f ,itr-"ting id3 se3._ o:1 i:1.: dr4.rs 60tr-

+.tsinlltc t:d$ i:rtr€dl€at reeB r.sed ln our J!etg.{r _s.ss,

I have i.ol]lra iDr., ljefie..1 to b6 rerr' en1rsirltjous aail f&ir. lkr!-;og
,.itl:n{1.e.) hl6:ioi1 inorou{5J ei}$t seft€l-o !aln.-$ tbai tir?l:li-ed'4i", is lE
:rr-sp{r'ell fix $irr.a!{e:!' oltt ,uti ,$lI c!}i,:dfl!in.1 tl!3 }$tiP.rn{,85 oS (.'ec6.-.Col.ar nof
:rrlJ_ Ior !rr" t"llr'roioout hn,r ye&r, trut duiing tbe rtrict P€el:{vef €,r6oolt lils
.iiall.

9ri5 ia a nattea c-:' .3l!nciill,: aDd 46?. oi aonel Elt,ir t:.. [€l'ie.1, +!d
be b.i ai.:5t:l ss tJur t i1e rrill Le aor6 thad Fl.ss3€{i to coci€raie lrttrr you :rex1
jfgar ',ibe!r j'4r; :.n.- jeaii,' t) ko3her *)ca-Coie in tau: Dor,iirEg !L4n! ::D" tl1?
.l4SAlVer/.:F,,4eolli

I $t!*Es,r.+4C tll8t troir !rou1;l Fis,'Sr'- Sofl'eE !l f,eo ef +t-"':Ill fo..
csdii{i rrsa !. -t5€ i}l^d^"r1 aid 1$4kirtaa aft€r +*l.r iept?r$rj u:!:t e1r.iug. 1'5e
.'Ja4sot('J Gsesea Beni Ieer E{l 3tnr't dbout LFr.1] :ij {ad of e5.Jn9s the iotLled
y.fodEc'" f,:lj.es Le iD be :r.rt le tLe CeslarEr brEde ;-er u3€ tsr orihodrr J€Ed
.j\r.1a6 tlw xeek of Fess{rvsr slqr.ld }rc 2._opered aopig ur edraqae. Dr, Gel'{en,
tnerefcr€, :!.€ ?J Set ln te{ch siih uE eroEld tjre first of Febrsery, rltb
p;.rtlaul,!.r rFfETsqce ia, tha 4oa€-Co1s Erxut, and qiLl bo ?"-ri E!s'i to iandle
t-hF 64t'[dr Eoi:.q! 1/r tlre bottliftA plari,at €l,nh t!{@ as ye$ ds6i&r,et€ 1n
Bilreno€ Of faEser6tt.

I a$ ssldl-qg a cdp]a o-: i.,ig l.€tt€r tD ii.abbf Gsff@,ll dr .e eo*fj.tEs,-
i,l..,r! of arr} veaf FLoaasit ter.bdi arra..ti:6i!€di,, aaci rl!.Ie I ktroB tbiat jout:
rrlur$ oi +alic tbdr+:! Uiis ci:a:IneL Ln 6oin3 t+ bo rrrj sa1l, I feel sue6
-;j6t h. d€Jierlt J dlstjn€Dished IrBitlor Ic i.be oxtij6,1.)r oillreh tE thie part,
d,fl thr corE+-r? r1}l efl\r€6 ti+66 o;'t:odor, Jesg Fio dD fqel tucl.i&sd i,c llry
eo6&-CE|l]1 {ailL.er€d fD'f, t}re Fasscvtjr asrsoo;} tr f{:.irecJd.te 1111 tie ",ri i}tro
!ii1d 1nc$ny6ide*iee tjtl4i thtE 6ey €nilil"

glll }llr.r r€eurdB,

ct  Dr.0ei : ieq



A Tdhwrh Conemirg C@ Coh

from Kam€i lIltod. 1935

TRAI.{SIATED BY I0UIS GFnrX r 14 DA\4D Gf,ITEN

In the year 5695 (1935) an inquiry was addres€d !o me oncdnins rhe well-krown soft driDk Coca Col4

which is mmufadured in ihe city of Allanta, CEorgia. ls it koshq for driDking during the entne year and on

Passover? Afi€r thorough inquiry aDd invfftigarion al rhe facrory, it became apparent 10 ne tllat this .lrink

wa! made from a vorjety of planl syrups q i$r.t fomula known only to @nain omcials ofth€ conpa.ay.
t-t E

Moreoyor, this drint @ntained in ils conposilion s€veral other rypes of liqui&, one of which I m

designaling &s "Mo.is" and the olher o!'Anigron" fte'M'is a liquid prcduct Dade from Ineat snd fat

lallow of non koshd dimals: il is m itm wh;ch Jws ae forbidd€n to @t ud drink. Cenain employe$ of

the Coca Cola @bpdy estibated that the p€.centag€ of rh€ M' ingredient in the dri.k wa of a very

ninute propoiion in the rario of I to 1000. I validal€d lhis assertion by subrnidinA a random sample of

Coco Cola to the chief chmist of the srate of G@rgia for a tborolgb chenical exanination. His analysis

confmed the tuct that lhe pNotage of M' in the mixiwe was nrde€d I ro 1000

At firsl glafice, belause of this amount, there appears to be no questbn whatEoever, and

obviously it is pennissible to drlnk Coca Cola Th|s is so because of the principle of batul

beshishim: a heterogeneous mixlure of ritually forbidden and pemitled elements is sanctioned for

us€ when the ralio is one lo sixly even more so when it is 1 lo 1000, as in the case of the in Coca

Cola. In actuality this matter is not as clear-cut as would appear Additionally in regard lo its use

on Passover, lhere is also apprehension bec€use lh6 hixtu.e includes the ingredient l\,1 a liquid

made fiom grain kemels, establishing il as cgmpletely leavened or chameE Even though lhe M

ls only a minute part of the mixture, it rendeas Coca Cola chameE for the law states lhat any

leeven in a Passovor mlxlura @uses it {o be€om€ unsuitabl€ for use on lhe holiday, Therefore,

one cannol dnnk Coca Cola on Passover because of ils ingredients. Whether to permit lh€ ddnk's

use for the rensinder of the year is al6o questionable, in spite of lhe fact that the ratio of the

fobidden 'M'is only 1 to 10@ ln relation to this matter, I noted a Teshwah by lhe Rashba

utilized by the Bet Yosef on the Tur, Yoreh Deah, al the conctusion of Chapler 134. The

Teshuvah begins with the wods "berof lm sheamarti" and shlesi I obs€rved en inpropriety in

thai Jewish peopl€ who were ill were glven medicinal drinks made by non Jeh,s lrom th€ir

vinegar mixed with honey or millel. I did not know lhe source on which lhey relied to sanstion this

practice. lf it be argued that Such a course of action is allowed because of the prindple of Batul

Bshishim, which is applicable here since a minute amounl of vinegar whidr is forbidden was

mjxed wilh the honey and fius loses its identity, thls would nol be conect. The principle of batul

treshlshim cannot apply in lhis cese b€csuse the vinegar is one ot the iniUal and essentjal

ingredients in the mixiure This concluslon b the same as was stated in lhe cas€ of arbah minel

medinah, There, a chameE ingredient o[ minule quanlity was inse(ed in each of he foor llquid



Rashba and R. Abfah€rh b. Oavid and who do not condr uih lh6jr virrFir . Bul, who is abl€ to

lip the sc€les against such gients of l€aming and knowledge and lo set asid€ lhe oplnions of the

R.shba, R. Abrahem b- Davld, and tho Tasf$ets In vl€[, o{ lhe fo.ogoing. it b nol ont \r6ry

difiicult to senction itE drinkJng ot Coc€ Cola throughoul lhe year,, but it i9 €v6n mor€ diffcult lo

do so for Passov€r. This problem arls$ beca$e in its proces.sing lhe employees ins€rl and mlx

the ingredlent A whiatr is made fom cham€ts alnoe any, 6|BoonI ol dEmets in a mixture prohibils

its use on Passov€r, it is 6xpressly lbrbiddon to drink Coca Cola on lhis holiday. Beceuse

CocaCob has alredy be€n ac.epted 
Shtte Sen€rd publio in rhb c&nty snd h Cenda. and

tr€caus€ lt hgs becom€ an Insurmoun6Sl6 problem to induce fi€ gr€at maloCdv of Jews lo tefialn

fom parteking ol thia ddnk. I have trlad earneslt to fnd o melhod ot pemining ils ueage. \^Jirh

tn€ help of God, I have bem eble to unaover a plagmatlc 6oMion aocording b wlrich lhere would

bg no quedion nor any doubl @ncemlng the ihgrsdients of Coca Cola. Thlg solution came lo my

mird wh€n it was .grresled to me by rome of ute ep€.t dlerr sb lhat d|€ 'M' could abo bo

prapared frcm plant oil suoh as thal rhade frcm coconut, cotlons€ed oll, and qther plantg.

Ob* sly, 'M'made from arry ot th€6€ dants is todher lo ddnk. lf one dllh€€ the mlrture'M'

made from plants, Coca Cola is ab€olulely p€missiblg sinca it does not contaln prahiblted

9l€ments of any sod, Now, ln .egad to the pFhibition ol ils us€ on Fas5ovor tl€c€us€ of lh€

qu€sdon d dramets, I dscove€d that il is p@dHe to F€pare A nol t-om grain l€mel6, bul

In6tead from sugar beels or sugar c€n6. Wth'. A: made In this way, there b no ?pprehension

wh€tsoeva. conceming the posgihlily ol tE indusion of c*|amots- in Coca Cob 6ten in fi€

ninutest quanlity. Acling on my advice el that lime, the oiticials of the bctoay began to use only

'M' Feparod from cottonseed oil. UkdJlt€, dudng the Pa$over ses6on, ih€y ulil?ad A made

ttrn sugar can€, lt is now possibl€ for tt|e tllo6t string€ Halacfiist to enioy Coca ColE

lhreughout the year end on Pessover. I thank God for th€ opportunity lhal He has gken me,

|nddng it possibb lo Fote.t t|e ger|erel J€crish pblic idn e6lhg e nidrrD compo6€d of ra ow.

a sln punlshable by €xcohmunlcation, and fom of eatlng chamelz on Passover Thig matter jg

tirnly esteblislled. and it has becomo possibb fo. thoe€ who hatD been ealhg that which b

foiffiden lo e2t that wtri$ b oefinited.
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F.h-,a-r  t  I  q:a

Rabbi Toblai C€ ffen,
595 ' i 'BshinA ton St,  S.r f . ,
AtIaDta, Georgia,

Dear Rabbi G€ffen:

I he.ve before me a translatlon of i lE article
that you lropose pLeclIlg ln yorE book concernlng 'r0oca-
cola -  "

l iou.ld you per it re to nake a suggestion, and
I 'rould appreciate your acceptlEg same? rge are Eost
Srateful for what you have dcne in thlc connectlon, but et
thg same tiie the lnforqation ve have given to ygu ln
regard "Coca-Cola'r 1s confidentleL and we should nct l ike
to have p':bllshed to the world erxyihln€ in regerd the
contents of  ' rCoca-Cofa. , r  I  ask,  therefore,  that  you
eliainate fron your pronosed. article aliy reference to
g]ycentne or alcohol as such, but simDly ansrirer the
qqestlon you propound: ,!,re we pernitted to d.rink Coea-Cola
on Passover es iselL as the entlTe year? by a very simple
€tatenert that you have invegtlgated thg nanufecture of
'Goca-Cola,'r snd have been eade alfale of the eertain
lngredlent€ thorEof rolat lng to the subJect-natter,  and
that you find, after your lnvestlgatioE, that ncoca-Colat'
ls per&iss1ble to drink durlng the entlre ysEr and. on
?assover since tho prod\ct Is one hundreC per cent. Kosh€r,
containinB nothlng that vlol-ates any Je.41sh dietary lew,
and that the drlnk "Coca-Colan ls a real Kosher one
accordln€ to 1tE nethod of nanufactur€ erd all J€wisb
people, even the true Mehadrh nay conEnne ttis drlnk
durlng the entlre yeer as '€e11 as on ?assover.

If you nr11l use Ey su€gestions, I elE qul.ie
sure it w111 meet the situatlon as fer as yau are concerned.,
and ni I I  cover tbe s i tuat lon 1n ibs eni i r€ty.

Pernit me to lhank you for ycur activlty 1n thls
neit6r, and your thorough lnvestigatlon thtJreof. f should
l l r r !  f^  hooF ?-^m r,^r !

w^rr? a elh.aral \ r

- t  

j -  
-+-. t

Yil th best wis he s,


