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ATLANT A, G

dr. Lo Fo Bentgonsry, Gesera. #anagen,
Thw Atdanta Coca-Cola Botiling Conpeny,
56 Edgewood Avenna,

Atisnta, Georgila.

#y7 dear La F.z

This is Juat & line o advise that 3abbi T« Geffen; 537 Yeahiugton
Strsat, 3. ¥., Atlanta bes cntirvely satisfisd bimself evaceraing Goea-Cola
ayrup, witu sarticular reference to one lagredisnt mumufesinred ot Ciseianut!,
asging o wilit to that factery und later outting hils seal on ihe druns son-—
tziaing this {agredlent rseeived in our fxetory hare,

I have found Dr. ZefTen to0 bs very oonusisotiops and feir. Heviog
satlalled bissell thoroughly abhout sertaln points that troubied hix, lwe is
arepizd 8 answer one and 8Ll concezning tas kosaeroess of Coca-lola, not
raly Lo wse thyougnout the year, but duriag toe strict Psseover gosdon A%
s‘fﬂllc

Tais iz A matter of priacinle and not of money wiii Dr. fefien, aud
he has Simaifisd that he will be more than plsssed %o cooperate with you nex:
yedar wnen you et read” to kozher Goce-Cola in your bottling plant S0y the
Pagsover Sasaonm.

! oBuggaatad that you would par De. Geffen a fse of 3o.00 for
caring nvar io the plant and lookxing after thils feature next soring. The
Tasgovrer foodgn pext year will start about Anril 18 and of ewmurgs the holtled
produet #Fildea 12 o be sut in the dealers! hande fer uss by orihodox JSows
dJuriag the wgek ol Fassover shguld bhe presered maplr in adwsace. Dr, CGeffen,
therefors, is to get in toueh with us srowmd ¥he Tirst of Februwery, wiin
zertloular raference w0 the Coca-Cols syrus, end will be preparsd to handls
the satter for you la e betiling ploal st sych time a8 you degsignate in
advance of Pazsover,

I an seading a copy ©f Sadis letter %o Babbl Geffen as .2 econfirme-
tisn of our very pleassat verbal srranjement, and wnlle I imeow that your
wolume of 2alag throug: Cila chenpel Lo going 30 be wery amall, I feel sure
et Dr. Gefien's distinguished position ie the ortbodox emurehn iz this part
af the eowmiry #ill cause those ortzoedox Jews who dv feel inelined to bay
Coon~Cnla xosberzd for the Pazscver saasen to sporeciate all ths trouble
aad igeonvsnlence Shat this msy enteil.

#ith kina regurds,

co Dr. Oeffen A333 atan .

“f




A Teshuvah Concerning Coca Cola
from Karnei Hahod, 1935
TRANSLATED BY LOUIS GEFFEN and M. DAVID GEFFEN

In the vear 5695 (1935) an inguiry was addrgssed to me concerning the well-known soft drink Coca Cola,
which is manufaciured in the eity of Atlanta, Georgia. Is it kosher for drinking during the entire year and on
Passover? After thorough inquiry and investigation al the faciory, it became apparent 1o me that this drink
was made from a variety of plani syrups ﬁgret formula known only to cerlain officials of the company.
Morcover, this drink contained in its composition several other types of liguids, one of which I am
designating as "Moris" and the other as "Anigron” /The 'M' is a liquid product made from meat and fat
1allow of non kosher animals: i is an item which Jews are forbidden to eat and drink. Certain employces of
the Coca Cola company estimated that the percentage of the 'M' ingredient in the drink was of a very
minute proportion in the ratio of 1 to 1000. I validated this assertion by submiting 2 random sample of
Coca Cola to the chief chemist of the siate of Georgia for a thorough chemical examination. His analysis

confirmed the fact that the percentage of M in the mixture was indeed 1 to 1000

At first glance, begause of this amount, there appears to be no question whatscever, and
obvicusly it is permissible to drink Coca Cola. This is so because of the principle of batwl
beshishim: a heterogeneous mixture of ritually forbidden and permitted elements is sanctioned for
use when the ratio is one to sixty even more $o0 when it is 1 o 1000, as in the case of the in Coca
Cola. In actuality this matier is not as clear-cut as would appear. Additionally in regard to its use
on Passover, there is also apprehension because the mixture includes the ingredient M a liquid
made from grain kemels, establishing il as completely leavened or chametz. Even though the M
Is only a minute part of the mixdure, it renders Coca Cola chametz for the law states that any
leaven in a Passover mixture ceuses it {o become unsuitable for use on the holiday. Therefore,
one cannot dink Coca Cola on Passover because of Hs ingredients. Whether to permit the drink's
use for the remainder of the year is also questionable, in spite of the fact that the ratio of the
forbidden ‘M’ is only 1 to 1000 In relation to this matter, | noted a Teshuvah by the Rashba
utilized by the Bet Yosef onthe Tur, Yoreh De'ah, at the conclusion of Chapter 134. The
Teshuvah begins with the words “berof Im sheamart" and states: | observed an impropriety in
that, Jewish people who were ill were given medicinal drinks made by non Jews from thair
vinegar mixed with honey or millet. | did not know the source on which they relied to sanction this
practice. If it be argued that Such g course of action is allowed because of the principle of Batul
Bshishim, which is applicable here since a minute amount of vinegar which is forbidden was
mixed with the honey and thus loses its identity, this would not be comect. The principle of batul
teshishim cannot apply in this case because the vinegar is one of the initial and essential
jngredients in the mixture. This conclusion is the same as was stated in the case of arbah minei
medinah. There, a chametz ingredient of minule quantity was inserted in each of he four liquid



Rashba and R. Abraham b. David and who do not concur with their viewpoint. But, who is able to
tip the scales against such giants of learning and knowledge and to set aside the opinions of the
Rashba, R. Abraham b. David, and the Tashbetz' In view of the foregoing, il is not only very
difficult to sanction the drinking of Coca Cola throughout the year., but it is even more difficult to
do so for Passover, This problem arlses because in its processing the employees insert and mix
the ingredient A which is made from chametz since any, amount of chametz in a mixture prohibits
its use on Passover, it is expressly forbidden to drink Coca Cola on this holiday. Because
CocaCola has already been accepted by the general public in this country and in Canada, and
because It has become an insurmountable problem to induce the great malority of Jews.to refrain
from partaking of this drink. ) have tried eamestly to find & methed of permitling ils usage. With
the help of God, | have been able to uncover a pragmatic sofution according to which there would
be no question nor eny doubt conceming the ingredients of Coca Cola. This salution came o my
mind when it was revealed to me by some of the expert chemists that the 'M' could also be
prepared from plant oil such as that made from coconut, cottonseed oll, and other plants.
Obviously, 'M' made from any of these plants is kosher to drink. H one utilizes the mbdure ‘M
made from plants, Coca Cola is abseolutely parmissible since it does not contain prohibited
slesments of any sort. Now, In regard to the prohibition of its use on Passover because of the
question of chametz, | discovered that it is possible to prepare A not from grain kemels, but
Instead from sugar beels or sugar cane. With'. A: made In this way, there I8 no apprehension
whatsoever conceming the possibility of the inclusion of chametz, in Coca Cola even in the
minutest quantity. Acting on my advice at that time, the officials of the factory began to use only
'M' prepared from cotionseed oil. Likewise, during the Passover season, they uliized A made
from sugar cane. It is now possible for the most stringent Halachisl to enjoy Ceca Cola
throughout the year and con Passover. | thank God for the opportunity that He has glven me,
making it possible to protect the general Jewish public from ealing a mixture composed of iallow,
a sin punishable by excommunlcation, and from of eating chametz on Paseover. This matter is
firmly established, and il has become possible for those who have been eating that which s
forbidden to eat that which s permitted.
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Rebbi Tobles Geffen,
993 ¥eshingzton 8t. S.W.,
Atlantsa, Georgila.

Desr Rabkbti Gerfen:

I heve bpefore me & translation of the article
that you propose plecing in your boock concerning "Coca-
cole.™

Would you permit me to make a suggestion, and
I would appreciate your accepting same? Yo are most
grateful for what you have done in this connection, but at
the same time the information we hawe given to you in
regard "Coca-Cola" 1s confidentisl and we should neot like
to have published to the world enything in regerd the
contents of "Coca-Cola." I esk, therefore, that you
eliminete from your prornosed article any reference to
glycerlne or sicohol as such, but simply answer the
questlon you propound: Are we permitted to drink Coca-tola
on Passover es well as the entire year? by a very simple
statement that you have investigated the manufeciure of
"Coca-Cols,™ and have been made aware of the certain
ingredients thereof relating to the subject-matter, and
that you find, after your investigation, that "Coca-Cola"
1s permissible to drink during the entire yeer and on
Passover since the product is one hundred per cent. Kosher,
conteining nothing that violastes any Jewish dietary law,
end that the drink "Coca-Cola"™ 1s a real Kosher one
eccording to iits method of manufacture and all Jewish
people, even the itrue Mehadrin may consume this drink
during the entire year as well as on Passover.

If you willl use ry suggestions, I am quite
sure 1t will meet the situstlon as far as you are concerned,
and will cover the situation in its entirety.

Permit me to thank you for your activity in this
maetter, and your thorough investigetion thereof. T should
like tc heer from you.

vith hest wishes,

Yours sincerely,
[GNNS  o

HH.Mec. et A



