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members of a Chrigtian civilization.” These who grew up larer, however, remembered a
more Balhanized Boston, where fews lived witlun their oawan boundaries and Gaced conse-
quences il they ventured out. Jeurnalist Theodore T1. White, for example, recalled living
n “an enclave surrounded by Irish™ during his youth in the 1920°s, Fhe local library Ly m
an Irish district, and his "first ights happened en ronte te the library”™ 1o per books. “1'ure
hellishiness divided us,” he recollected, but looking back he concludied that "even where the
friction between the groups was greatest . . - it was hot imolerable. ™

Jews, of course, were not the only targets ol young toughs. Fights between the Irish
and the ltalians were legion as well. “For years,” according to one student of the subject,
“it was not considered safle Tor a young lalian 1o set foot in Chaclestown, and the young
Trishman who ventured into the North End found limsellin similur jeopardy.™' To a con-
siderable degree, these battles among Boston's young people reliceted the poliveab b tles
thea being wslged h}f their elders over turl, power, and sodial advancemen..

Anti-Jewish violence peaked in Boston during the hard years of the Thepression and
Lhe: Second World War, Fear slalked the Jewish community at that ume and senseless acts
ol vielunce abounded. Nat Hentotf recally a typical episede m his wulobiography, Boston

Hay.

One eventng, three friends and Lare wallang throogh barpe, dark Franklin
Park on the way toa dance ar the [Tebrow school. Coming toward us ave {our
biggoer boys. When they are ¢close enough, 1t is clear they are not Juwish. And
since they are not [talian, they are {rish. Their leader swagcers up woane and
asks—whal else? —"Are you Jewish?” Since there are other ineinbers ol my
tribe with me ... 1 nod.

"You got a lipht?” he asks.

As [ go to my pochet, [ look down, and a stone, a huge stone, smashes
nto my face. Or so it {eels. The shock and pain are such thar it takes a few
momments lor me to taste the blood and feel the space where, a second ago,
there had been a tooth. "Their leader, rubbing his fist with saiisfaction, wails
lor a revengeful lunge and is not surprised when it doesn’t cenre. So few off
these kikes light back. [Te arul his sturdy companions move on, gufliwing

Economic tensions and jealousies underlay some of this violence, Cultaral and political
dilerences between Cathaolics and Jews, exacerbaled by the New [deal, the Spansh Civil
War, Catholic isolitionism, and the Church’s frar of communisin alse plaved a signiticunt
ol The man whe fully exploited these tenstons aned inn the process attracted a large
local following was Father Charies E. Coughlin, a demiagogic radia priest fram Royal
Cralk, Michigan. His eall to "rlrive the Money-changers frow the Tample,” his scurrilous

TITE JEWS of BOSTON
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NOTE

1. Judah L, Magnes {1477-1M8B), American-born
rabbi and comununal leader. Upon his ardination
as a Reform rabbi by Hebrew Union College in
190, Magnes wenl lo Cermany 1o study. This
weasioned  several estended Lrips Lo Easiern
Furepe. where he was projoundly impressed by
the richness and vilahty of Jewish life there, This
durenglhened his sympaihy for Jewish tradition,
peoplehond and Zionism, On his roetarn {o the
United States in 1MM, he served as a rabbr of

several  Reform congrepations, most nolably
Temple Emanu-El {1906-1910), [uring that lime,
he was the seervlary of the American Zionisl Fed-
eration (1903-1908) and later became the presidend
of ihe arganized Jewish communily of New York
City, the so-called Kehillah, from ifs Ec:unding in
1908 until its demasc 0 1922, Tie ledl tor Palestinge in
ihe same year, where lic became the chancellor and
first president of the [lebrew University of
Jerusalem,

LOUIS D. BRANDEIS

28. Zionism Is Consistent with American Patriotisim !

Lel no American imagine that Zionism is
incansistent wilh Fatriotism, Multiple loyal-
ties are objeclionable only if they are inconsis-
lent. A man is a beller citizen of the Uniled
States fur being alsv a loyal cilizen of his state,
and of his city; for being loyal to his family,
and to his profession or trade; for being toyal
lo his college or his lodge. Every Irish Ameri-
@n who contributed lowards advancing
home rule was a better man and a better
American for the sacrifice he made. Every
American Jew who aids in advancing the
Jewish settlement in Palestine, though he
ieels that neither he nor his descendants will
ever five there, will likewise be a beller man
and a better American for doing so.
Note what Seton-Watson says:

America is full of nationalities which,
while accepting with enthusiasm their
new American citizenshi p. nevertheless
ook to some centre in the old world A%
the source and inspiration of their na-
tional culture and traditions. The most
typical inslance is the feeling of (he
American lew for Palestine which may

well become a focus for his diclasse
kinsmen in other parls of the world,

There is no inconsistency between loyalty
to Amcerica and loyally 1w Jewry. The Jewish
spiril, the product of our religion and experi-
ences, is essentially modern and essentially
American. Nol since the destruction of the
Temple have the Jews in spirit and in ideals
been so (ully in harmony wilh the nobilest
aspirations of the couniry in which they
lived.

America’s lundamental Yaw secks by make
real the brotherhood of man. That brother-
hood became the Jewish fundamental law
more than twenty-five hundred years ago.
America’s insistent demand in the twentieth
century is for social justice. That alse has been
the Jews” striving for ages. Their alfliciion as
well as their religion has prepared the Jews
for effective democracy. Perseeution broad-
encd (heir sympathies. It trained them in
patient endurance, in self-control, and in
sacrifice. It made them think as well as suffer.
It deepened the passion for righleousness,

>ource: Lowis D, Brandeis, “The Jewish Problem: How ta Solve 1L, Hrandeis on Zionismr: A Coftection of
Addresses and Statements, foreword by Mr, Justice Felix Frankfurter, «. Solomon Gohdman ( Waslunglun,
D.C.: Zionis! Organization of America, 1942), Copyoghl 1942 by the Zionist Crganizalion ol America,

Reprinted by permission,
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