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Judgment of Michalovee 1866

1. Ttis forbidden to preach in the languages of the
nations of the world, and it is forbidden 10 hear such a
sermon. Thevefore, every man of Tarael who hears that
the rabbi or another preaches in a foreign tongne, smyst
leave the synagogue and go outside, The preacher mst
speak m the Jewish language that the proper Jéws in
this cowniry speak.

2. Wiis forbidden to enter and pray in & symagogue
where the birnah i not in the center.

3. huis forbidden to twild 3 eynagogue with 2 tower,
4, Itis forbidden to make special garments for the
leaders of the service that are similar to other religions.
5. It is forbidden to construct a mehitzah that separates
the men from the women where the men ¢an look at the
women. The mehitzah must be made as it was in the
past, and if it is already bailt ireproperly, one may not
emter the synagogoe.

6. Tt is forbidden to hear the prayers of a choir, all the
maore so to pray with a choir or to answer “amen” after
them, even if the anly altermative is to pray alone.

7. Symagogues that are called Choir Synagogues are
howses of heretics and it is forbidden to enter them (sce
Shabbat 116.),

E. Iris forhidden to conduct a buppah (wedding
CeTEmONY) N 4 Symagogue, it must be beld outside.

9. Itis forbidden w alter any Jewish custom or any
etiquette of the synagogue from the manner in which

Hildesheimer*s Proclamation in Jsraellf 1866
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Just as it 15 forbidden to allow something thent is forbidden, it is also
Torbidden to forbid something that is pexmitred. .. Undonbiedly, the
digtingnished rabbis knew that in their region it wag proper io pass a
preventive law, even though there ic no prohibiion in Shas or the
Poskim, and even though ane docs not impase a decree on the
congreganons unless the majority of the congregation ¢am abide by
it...Undeubtedly, they know that in their region the majority of the
community ¢an abide by these regulations, and a judge can only rule on
what his eyes see. Therefore, ali of the prohibitions that these rabbis
passed have authority orly in thelr pommunites and for those who live
nnder heir jurisdiction alone, But for other places and regions, they
have na power and go tight vo regulare, Only a Supreme Court has the
power Lo do 50 as it is written in Maimonides, One who transgressas
one of Lhe prohibitions above has not transgressed and is bayond
Teproach. We, the signets below, recognize that the majority of those
who live in our areas cannot abide by these restrictions, and thai the
loss will be greater than the gain. .. Therefors, we feel that it is cur
obligation to amnounce which of thess regulations are permitied by law,

and which ar¢, in facl, prohibited:



1. Tris et fonnd in amy Posek  The proofs that they base themselves
upon, some aré not compelling and others mmst be dismisged I is self-
evident thar there is no hint amywhere that one who listens must go
outside.

2. Ahhoush we are obligated to place the bimzh in the center of the
synagogue as 1t éxplains m the Shulchan Aruch, and we are sawbject to
all its laws, nevenhbeless, thete is no indication that oné ¢zmnot enter a
shal where the bimah 1s not in the center. What would we do about the
majority of the Sephardi synagognes where the bimal is in the western
corner?

9. Thisis stated in the Yerushalmi and the Magen Avraham. Thus, we
find ourselves obligated 16 grouse our brethren with the warning that it
is not permissible to change from rusach Ashkensz that was passed
down 1o us from our forsfathers, to wusach Sepharad.

Responsa of Rabbi Azriel Hildeshelmer Yorch Peah 133: (1878)

water we drink, and not from the new laws that were invenied at the
assembly in Michalovce, where they exaggernied and intmidated
withou! amy bagis,

Reiponsa of Rabbi Azriel Hideshefmer Orach Hayim 26:

What emerges fron thic is that we shoald maimain (he costom of
placing the bimah in the center ¢ven today. Many rabbis in Germany
have atready fought this battle and therefore it alsa falls in (he category
of kaham she ‘assar ... Until now, T have seen this change made only in
conumumiiies where 2 group of Reformers has appeared. This, it
should surely be considered n mitzvah (o fifill the custom of our
predecessors like other customs of Israel This is mof one of Those cases
where silence is preferable o words, particularly for something so
Lngstanding, lest coming generarions ask why his honer, [Rabbi
Engel] lgnared it At auy e, the mitzvah of admonishing ones
brother/hocheach ochiah will be fulfilled. The Sheiah has wrinen—
when ane falfills the obligation of admonishing, onc is free from
tegpongibility, A discerning man will understand” (Mishiei 1:5)
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