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FrROM THE KABBALISTS OF SAFED

12Be not despondent. Be not cast down.
Why be dejected, why face the ground?
In a city rebuilt on its own ancient mound,
The poor of my people find shelter inside.

13Go forth my love...

'Shunned are all who would shun you.
Gone are those who'd overrun you.
The joy of your God shines upon you
Like the joy of a groom and a bride.

15Go forth my love. ..

16Spread out to the left and the right
Proclaiming the Holy One's might.
We'll revel in our delight

Through Peretz's son magnified.

17Go forth my love. ..

[Worshipers rise and turn toward the
sanctuary door to welcome Shabbat. They bow
in welcome at “Come forth O bride; come forth

O bride!"]

18Come forth in peace her husband’s pride,
Joyful, happy, gratified.

Into the midst of the faithful tribe,

Come forth O bride; come forth O bride!

Go forth my love...

[Traditionally, mourners observing their period
of shivah now join the community in Shabbat
worship.As they enter the room they are
greeted as follows.]

0May God comfort you with the rest of
Zion and Jerusalem’s mourners.
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[Worshipers rise and turn toward the
sanctuary door to welcome Shabbat They bow
in welcome at “Come forth O bride; come forth

O bride!"]
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[Traditionally, mourners observing their period
of shivah now join the community in Shabbat
worship.As they enter the room they are
greeted as follows.]
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II. L'kgAH Dobr (“Go ForTH MY LoVE..."):
THE DIVINE UNION OF BRIDE AND GROOM

o forth my love to meet the bride.
Shabbat’s reception has arrived!

2“Opserve' and “remember ’—two words
as one,

Proclaimed by the Only, forgotten by none.

Adonai is One. His name is One.
Praised, and renowned, and glorified.

3Go forth my love. ..

4To meet Shabbat, come, let us go

For she is the source from which blessings
flow.

From creation’s beginning a royal veiled
glow

The last thought created, the first sanctified.

5 Go forth my love. ..

6Regal city, the king's holy shrine,

Rise up and leave your upheaval behind.

Too long in the valley of tears have you
pined.

The Compassionate One will compassion
provide.

7 Go forth my love...

8Shake off the ashes. Rise up from them!

Wear glorious clothes, my people, my gem.

Through the son ofYishai of Bethlehem
Redeem my soul. Draw near to my side.

% Go forth my love...

10Awake, awake! Your fight is here.

Avrise, shine out light bold and clear.

Woake up! Wake up! Sing verse to hear,

Through you the presence of God comes
alive,

"'Go forth my love. ..
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XI. 5-6] MIDRASH RABBAH

‘What did I ask you and what did you answer me?’
‘inquired he. ‘You asked me,’ he replied, ‘why does the
Sabbath differ from all other days,” and I answered you,
‘Why does Rufus differ from other men.’ ‘Because the
emperor desired to honour him,’ said he. ‘Then this day,
too, the Holy One wished to honour.” *How can you prove
it to me?™ ‘Let the river Sambatyon prove it, which
carries stones the whole week? but allows them to rest on
the Sabbath.’ ‘ You are evading the question,’3 he exclaimed.
‘“Then let him who brings up [the dead by] his male
genital prove it,’” he replied, ‘for every day he [the dead]
comes up but not on the Sabbath.’* He went and made a
test with his own father: every day he came up, but on
the Sabbath he did not come up. After the Sabbath he
brought him up [again]. ‘ Father,’ said he, ‘have you become
a Jew after death! Why did you ascend during the whole
week but not on the Sabbath?’ ‘He who does not keep the
Sabbath among you of his own free will must keep it
here in spite of himself.” ‘But what toil have you there?’
he demanded. ‘The whole week we undergo judgment,
but on the Sabbath we rest.” Then he went back to R.
Akiba and said to him: ‘If it is as you say that the Holy
One, blessed be He, honours the Sabbath, then He should
not stir up winds or cause the rain to fall on that day.’
‘Woe to that man!’% he exclaimed ; ‘it is like one who carries
[objects] four cubits.’® :

6. A philosopher asked R. Hoshaya: ‘If circumcision
is so precious, why was it not given to Adam?’? ‘If so,’

N
! That this is indeed the seventh day.

? The strong force of its current carries along stones and rubble, rendering
it unnavigable. It is a mythical river; v. Theodor ad loc. and Neub.
Géogr., p. 33. % Lit. ‘you are drawing me away '—to a distant place;
you quote as proof a distant river I have never seen.

¢ This refers to a kind of necromancer (ba'al-ob) who brought up the
dead by means of the membrum virile.

¢ Lit. ‘let fainting come upon that man’.

® The whole universe is God’s private domain, as it were, and when He
moves the winds and rain it is to Him like carrying in private ground,
which is permitted even on the Sabbath.

? I.e. why was he not born circumcised?

84

GENESIS (BERESHITH) [XI. 6-8

he replied, ‘why do you shave the corners of your head and
leave your beard?’ ‘Because it grew with me in folly,™
was the answer. ‘If so, you should blind your eye and cut
off your hands!’? ‘To such an argument have we come!’
observed he.? ‘I cannot send you away empty-handed,’
said he; ‘[the real reason is this:] whatever was created in
the first six days requires further preparation, e.g., mustard
needs sweetening, vetches need sweetening, wheat needs
grinding, and man too needs to be finished off.’s

- 7- R. Johanan said in R. Jose’s name: Abraham, who
is not reported to have kept the Sabbath,® inherited the
world in [limited] measure, as it is written, Arise, walk
through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it
(Gen. x111, 17). But Jacob, of whom the keeping of the
Sabbath is mentioned, viz. And he rested [E.V. ‘encamped’]
before the city (ib. xxx111, 18), which means that he entered
at twilight and set boundaries before sunset,® inherited the
world without measure, [as it is written], And thou shalt
spread abroad to the west, and to the east, etc. (2b. xxv111, 14)

.

8. Now why did He bless it? R. Berekiah said: Because
it has no mate. The first day of the week has the second,
the third has the fourth, the fifth has the sixth, but the
Sabbath has no partner. R. Samuel b. Nahman said:
Because it cannot be postponed: a festival can be postponed,
the Day of Atonement can be postponed,? but the Sabbath
cannot be postponed.

R. Simeon b. Yohai taught: The Sabbath pleaded to the
Holy One, blessed be He: ‘All have a partner, while I have
no partner!” *“The Community of Israel is your partner,’
God answered. And when they stood before the mountain
of Sinai, He said to them, ‘Remember what I said to the

! In childhood and youth, before I reached the years of discretion. Hence
it is of less value and I cut it. 3 These, too. you have from birth.

® Your arguments are mere sophistries. ¢ By circumcision.

® Mah.: it is not stated specifically that he kept the Sabbath, but only in
general terms that he kept God’s law; v. infra, LX1V, 4.

¢ V. infra, Lxx1X, 6 ad fin. .

7 These are dependent on the day which the Court declares to be New
Moon; thus if New Moon is declared a day later these too fall later.
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SEcCTION 1

2“Observe’ and ‘remember'—two words as one” The two versions of the Ten
Commandments bid us to “remember” the Sabbath day (Exod. 20:8) and to “observe”
it (Deut. 5:12), leading the Rabbis to declare that God uttered both commands at once.
This duality emphasizes the need to approach the Sabbath with both 4evaz and
kavannah, observing the commandments governing the day but doing so with full
intention of remembering to make it holy.

2 “Adonai is One. His Name is One” Since the Sabbath is “a foretaste of the world to
come” (Gen. Rab. 17:5 [17:7 in some editions]; Mekhilta to Exod. 31:13), this Shabbat
song emphasizes Jewish messianism. According to the prophet Zechariah (14:9), “On
that day [in messianic times] Adonai shall be one and his name shall be one”—that s,
all peoples on earth will recognize Adonai as God. We repeat this messianic line daily
to conclude Alenu (see Volume 6, Tachanun and Concluding Prayers, p. 133) and repeat
the idea in the Minchab service for Shabbat, where the middle section of the Shabbat
Amidah for Minchah begins: “You are one and your name is one” (see above, “More
revered than all other gods” for comments on monotheism and henotheism).

¢ “Regal city ... rise up” Prophetic messianism promised a rebuilding of Jerusalem
and an ingathering of the exiles. As an inhabitant of Safed, and knowing first hand
exactly how downtrodden Jerusalem was, the poet describes its hoped-for renaissance
in powerful, poetic terms. '

———

ELLENSON (MODERN LITURGIES)

hands of a personal messiah, all of which made early modern Jews nervous lest their
licurgy imply they did not feel fully at home in their host countries.

% As a result, the pioneering Hamburg Temple Prayer Books of 1819 and 1845
replaced L'khah Dodi with a creative composition in German. Most nineteenth-century
liberal prayer book authors followed suit in one way or another. In his earlier (and more
traditional) liturgy, Abraham Geiger included at least a truncated version (see below
for commentary on these selections), as did the 1940 Union Prayer Book (American
Reform), but earlier versions of that book (1895, 1924) had omitted it, following both

~ Isaac Mayer Wise and David Einhorn, the two primary liturgical influences from the
nineteenth century here.

Interestingly, in their 1885 Abodath Israel, one antecendent for American
Conservative liturgy, Benjamin Szold and Marcus Jastrow provided even a more
abbreviated version of L'khabh Dodi than that presented by Geiger. They too had
hesitations about the poem’s traditional theology. The full version was restored to
American Reform liturgy with its 1975 Gates of Prayer and then found its way into
Israeli (Ha'avodah Shebalev, 1982) and German (Seder Hatefillot, 2001) Reform. But
an abbreviated version still marks the 1977 British Reform (Forms of Prayer for Jewish
Worship) as well as the British Liberal Movement's Lev Chadash.
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MAARIV FOR SHABBAT 358
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that the Temple be rebuilt speedily in our days, and grant us a share in Your Torah.

And there we will serve You with reverence,

ds in the days of old and as in former years.

Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem : Mal. 3

will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.
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All stand and say:
J_H,E Then the heavens and the earth were completed, Gen.2
and all their array.
With the seventh day, God completed the work He had done.
He ceased on the seventh day from all the work He had done.
- God blessed the seventh day and declared it holy,
because on it He ceased from all His work He had created to do.
On the first two nights of Pesal (first night in Israel), some congregations recite
 Hallel (page 732) at this point. The following until “who sanctifies the Sabbath”

on page 360, is omitted when praying with an occasional minyan or alone.
See law 452. It is also omitted when the first day of Pesah falls on Shabbat.

The Leader continues:
713 Blessed are You, LorD our God and God of our fathers,
God of Abraham, God of Isaac and God of Jacob,
the great, mighty and awesome God,
God Most High, OammﬂoH of heaven and earth.

On the first two nights of oo (first EWE in YW IR), some congregations recite 771 (page
733) at this poirtt. The following until NIYT & TRR on page 361, is omitted when praying wi

e

an occasional Pidior alone. See law 452, It is also omitted when the first day of TS falls on nw..
The W% T continues:
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. ,E,w congregation then the hmammx

ndux j1 By His word, He was Em Shield of our ancestors.
wv&.bm promise, He will revive the dead.

There is none like the holy God/0n shabbat Shuva: the holy King/
_ who gives rest to His people on His holy Sabbath day,

 for He found them worthy of His favor to give them rest.

The 5P then the M2y T

jBZDu mpinialyiigia ju.ﬂu .jJuZ 3
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UJm Jal? m¥Y02 o] Before Him we will come in worship with reverence and awe,
JJM%JW%U Fa3n) Euw  giving thanks to His name daily, continually, with due blessings.

tion ascribes it to the fact that in Babylon, where synagogues were for the
_ most part outside town, going home at night was fraught with danger. This
prayer was added for the benefit of latecomers, so that the congregation
could leave together. .
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112713 niax pm By His word, He was the Shield of our ancestors: A summary of
the seven blessings of the Amida, which is unique to Friday evening. Tradi
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He is God to whom thanks are due, the LORD of peace

evuﬁ J13m Nawy G.JJB ‘ who sanctifies the Sabbath and blesses the seventh day,
, w N and in holiness gives rest to a people filled with delight,
uub uG.JD oYY 1eTp3 P in remembrance of the work of creation.
320.%4“ JGUDAQ Juq The Leader continues:

aﬁwx Our God and God of our ancestors,

may You find favor in our rest.

Make us holy through Your commandments

and grant us our share in Your Torah.

Satisfy us with Your goodness, grant us joy in Your salvation,
and purify our hearts to serve You in truth.

In love and favor, LorD our God,

grant us as our heritage Your holy Sabbath,

so that Israel who sanctify Your name may find rest on it.
Blessed are You, LorD, who sanctifies the Sabbath.

~ The ¥ M9 continues:
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A - o) Zu._ JDG. G.de z w B Leader: Auda, Magnified and sanctified
12 w : , may His great name be,
Y2 X3 &} Xa7va in the world He created by His s::
dﬁuwn ._LJDJ May He establish His kingdom

in your lifetime and in your days,

and in the lifetime of all the house of Israel,
swiftly and soon -~

and say: Amen.

S o bt anm fismiv jismna
(i ) I jnZ 2D 11 K93
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All: May His great name be blessed for ever and all time.

.....

Leader: Blessed and praised,

...... glorified and exalted,
924 .ﬂju fd ZJJ ._Ju ZG.J_JJ JDG. raised and honored,
uplifted and lauded be
KO3 r\u = Zr\b@ the name of the Holy One,

/ Xn33 fmv Zw.uw Zw_uf e 2wz / blessed be He, beyond any blessing,
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