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will last forty years, as 1t 1s written, Forty years long shall I take hold
of the generation.* R. Eleazar b. Azanah said: Seventy years, as it
1s written, And st shall come to pass i that day, that Tyre shall be for-
gotten seventy years, according to the days of one king.? Now, who 1s
the one [uniquely distinguished] king? The Messiah, of course.
Rabbi said: Three generations; for it 1s written, They shall fear thee
with the sun, and before the moon [they shall fear thee], a generation
and generations.

R. Hillel4 said: There shall be no Messiah for Israel,5 because
they have already enjoyed him in the days of Hezekiah. R. Joseph
said: May God forgive him [for saying so]. Now, when did Heze-
kiah flourish? During the first Temple. Yet Zechariah, prophesying
in the days of the second, proclaimed, Rejoice greatly, O daughter of
Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem; behold, thy king cometh unto thee!
he 1s just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a
colt the foal of an ass.®

Another [Baraitha] taught: R. Eliezer said: The days of the
Messiah will be forty years. Here it is written, And he afflicted
thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna;7 whilst else-
where 1t 1s written, Make us glad, according to the days wherein thou hast
affficted us.8 R. Dosa said: Four hundred years. It 1s here written,
And they shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years;9
whilst elsewhere 1t 1s written, Make us glad, according to the days
wherein thou hast afflicted us. Rabbi said: Three hundred and sixty-

(1) Ps. XCV, 10 1.e., rule over them through the Messiah (rendered, ‘I wearied’)
is connected with root ‘to hold’. (2) Isa. XXIII, 15. (3) Ps. LXXII, 5. The
verse is thus interpreted: They shall fear thee when Messiah comes, who is
referred to as a sun (cf. 17), and they shall fear thee on account of the reign
of the house of David, which is likened to the moon (cf. LXXXIX, 39: He
shall be established for ever as the moon) for a generation (one) and generations
(two). (4) [A brother of Judah IL] (5) But the Almighty will himself redeem
Israel and reign over them (Rashi). [[He may have been prompted to this
declaration by Origen’s professed discovery in the Old Testament of Messianic
passages referring to the founder of Christianity’ (J.E. VI, 401).] (6)Zech. IX,
9. (7) Deut. VIII, 3. (8) Ps. XC, 15: hence, just as they were afflicted forty
years in the wilderness, so shall they rejoice forty years under the kingship of

the Messiah. (9) Gen. XV, 13.
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TOWARD AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE MESSIANIC IDEA 25

cies in Judaism pushed the restorative factor in Messianism de-
cidedly into the foreground. With the influential formulation of
this tendency by Maimonides restoration becomes the focus of
Messianism. By contrast, the utopian element quite peculiasly
recedes and 1s only maintained at a bare minimum. That it is
maintained at all is due only to the fact that a utopian element of
the prophetic promise in a precise sense, namely the universal
knowledge of God, is related to the supreme good of these philo-
sophical doctrines. But this supreme good is the contemplative life
‘which the medieval philosophers, on account of the presupposi-
tions of their Greek philosophical legacy, were bound to regard as
the ideal of a fulfilled life. As the history of all three mono-
thelstlc religions teaches us, the theoretical contemplation, which

“‘on a purely philosophical basis could be set up as the highest

value, was easily able to find a connection with the religious
sphere. Occupation with the contents of the Torah and the re-
flection on God’s attributes and rule created within Judaism a
traditional framework for such an identification of the vita con-
‘templativa with concern for the objects and facts of the Jewish
religious realm. The fulfiliment of God's law was, after all,

j.,';dWays closely connected with its study, without which such ful-

fillment could not even be considered legitimate. It is this idea of
study of the Torah which opens up the highest realm of con-
templation to the Jewish philosopher, and it is only from here

%fhat the world of Halakhabh was illumined. The active life,
‘which is ordered by the Halakhah, finds its complement and con-

summation in that sphere which Maimonides never doubted was

-of superior worth. It was possible to develop this idea of the
‘contemplative life as a positive value without any reference to the
"Messtanic 1dea. And in fact it appears without any such reference

‘as the crowning element at the conclusion of Maimonides’ main

Ephxlosophncal work, his Guide of the Perplexed. In other words,
it is in principle, though only in rare and isolated cases, inde-

pendently capable of realization even .in an unredeemed world.
However, a utopian content of this vision is preserved, since in
the Messianic age—incidentally, under purely natural conditions—
the leisure for such a vita contemplativa will take on entirely dif-
ferent dimensions and the contemplative knowledge of God will
become everyone’s principal concern. The utopian content does
not disappear entirely, but it is now only the intensive realiza-
tion of a state which fundamentally and in its real essence can be
already reached under the conditions of our time. Utopianism is
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