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ToraH LEVITICUS 19.15 KEDOSHIM

19 KEDOSHIM
The Lorp spoke to Moses, saying:

2Speak to the whole Israelite community and
say to them:

You shall be holy, for I, the Lorp your God,
am holy.

3You shall each revere his mother and his fa-
ther, and keep My sabbaths: [ the Lorp am your
God.

4Do not turn to idols or make molten gods
for yourselves: [ the Lorp am your God.

5When you sacrifice an offering of well-being
to the Lorp, sacrifice it so that it may be ac-
cepted on your behalf. éIt shall be eaten on the
day you sacrifice it, or on the day following; but
what is left by the third day must be consumed
in fire. 7If it should be eaten on the third day,
it is an offensive thing, it will not be acceptable.
8And he who eats of it shall bear his guilt, for
he has profaned what is sacred to the Lorp; that
person shall be cut off from his kin.

9When you reap the harvest of your land, you
shall not reap all the way to the edges of your
field, or gather the gleanings of your harvest.
10You shall not pick your vineyard bare, or
gather the fallen fruit of your vineyard; you shall
leave them for the poor and the stranger: I the
Lorp am your God.

11You shall not steal; you shall not deal de-
ceitfully or falsely with one another. 12You shall
not swear falsely by My name, profaning the
name of your God: [ am the Lorp.

13You shall not defraud your fellow. You shall
not commit robbery. The wages of a laborer
shall not remain with you until morning.

14You shall not insult the deaf, or place a
stumbling block before the blind. You shall fear
your God: I am the Lorp.

15You shall not render an unfair decision: do

not favor the poor or show deference to the rich;
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22b PESAHIM

out upon the earth as water: blood which 1s poured out as water
renders fit; blood which is not poured out as water does not
render fit.

But what of the limb of a living animal, though it 1s written,
thou shalt not eat the life with the flesh,* yet 1t was taught, R. Nathan
said: How do we know that a man must not hold out a cup of
wine to a nazirite or the limb of a living animal to the children
of Noah?? Because it 1s stated, thou shalt not put a stumbling-block
before the blind.3 This implies that [giving| to dogs 1s permitted?+
—The limb of a living animal 1s different, because 1t 1s assimilated
to blood, as it 1s written, Only be steadfast in not eating the blood;
for the blood is the life.s Then according to Hezekiah, in respect
of what law is the limb from a living animal assimilated to blood?6
—He can answer you: It i1s blood which is assimilated to the limb
from a living amimal:7 just as a limb from a living animal is for-
bidden,? so is the blood from a living animal forbidden,9 and
which [blood] is that? The blood of arteries with which life goes
out.'

But what of the ox that 1s stoned, though the Divine Law
saith, its flesh shall not be eaten,** yet it was taught: From the im-
plication of the verse, the ox shall be surely stoned,*> do I not know
that 1t 1s nebelah, and nebelah 1s forbidden as food? Why then is
it stated, ‘and its flesh shall not be eaten’? The Writ informs us that
if it was [ritually] slaughtered after its trial was ended, s 1t s for-
bidden. I only know this in respect of eating; how do we know
it in respect of benefit? From the verse, but the owner of the ox shall
be clear. How is this implied? Simeon b. Zoma said: As a man

(1) Deut. XII, 23. This is interpreted as an injunction against eating a limb torn
from aliving ammal. (2) The technical designation for all but Jews. A nazirite
must not drink wine, nor may non-Jews eat of the limb of a living animal.
(3) Lev. XIX, 14. This is understood metaphorically: do not lead anyone to sin.
(4) Though this is benefit. (5) Deut. XII, 23. (6) V. p. 99, n. 10.; the same applies
here. (7) And not the reverse, as the order indicates. (8) With the prohibition
that is stated in its case, 1.e., for eating only. (g) Withthe prohibition relevant
to blood, viz., an injunction which involves kareth (q. v. Glos.). (10) V. Ker.
22a. (11) Ex. XXI, 28. Thus it is expressed in the passive, which onall views
intimates that general benefit is forbidden. (12)Ibid. (13)L.e., after sentence.
100
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Religious Praxis 11

oD@,

Today we are far more sensitive than was Maimonides to member-
ship 1n the community as an essential aspect of a man’s personality.
Religious Jews must include the problems of state, society, and nation,
of politics and history, within the sphere of religious concerns. I am a
participant in the life of Torah and faith to the extent that I am a mem-
ber of the community of Israel. As an individual I have neither the
drive nor the capacity to create a religion and faith of my own. Since
cognition and will are essentially personal, private, subjective, and indi-
vidual, the religious community was not produced by beliefs or values.
There are no communities of will, no general will, no collectivities of
ideas. On the other hand, a common way of life is characteristic of
most human groups. The endurance and continuity of the Jewish reli-
gious collectivity result from the objective factor of halakhic practice
rather than from some form of subjective consciousness that is likely
to change as its individual bearers succeed one another. Halakhah is
founded on faith, yet at the same time constitutes this faith. In other
words, Judaism as a living religion creates the faith upon which it 1s
founded. This is a logical paradox but not a religious paradox. The
Halakhah is not an external wrap clothing Jewish religion or faith. It
is the sole form in which they can be embodied, the collective mani-
festation of Judaism.

Current attempts to identify Judaism with the Hebrew Bible, which
is presented as proclaiming values, ideals, and a vision that “shine with
their own light,” are unrelated to the Halakhah and are independent
of it. This kind of bibliolatry is Lutheran, not Jewish. Historically,
Israel never lived or intended to live by Scripture, nor was it ever
intended so to live religiously. Israel conducted its life in accordance
with the Halakhah as propounded in the Oral Law. From the view-
point of human values the above identification overrates the impor-
tance of the Bible. As instruments of moral education, Sophocles’ Anti-
gone or Kant’s Grundlegunyg are possibly superior. As philosophy, the
Bible’s importance cannot compare to that of Plato or, again, Kant.
Regarded as poetry, Sophocles or Shakespeare may surpass it. As his-
tory, Thucydides is certainly more interesting and profound. Only as
the words of the living God is the Bible incommensurable with Soph-
ocles and Shakespeare, Plato and Kant, Thucydides, or any other work
of man. But what way have I of knowing that these twenty-four books
are Holy Scripture other than through the Halakhah which canonized
them? The decision about which books to accept as Scripture was not
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3When [ heard this, I rent my garment and
robe, [ tore hair out of my head and beard, and
Isatdesolate.4Around me gathered all who were
concerned over the words of the God of Israel
because of the returning exiles’ trespass, while
I sat desolate until the evening offering. SAt
the time of the evening offering I ended my
self-affliction; still in my torn garmentand robe,
I got down on my knees and spread out my
hands to the Lorp my God, 6and said, “O my
God, I am too ashamed and mortified to lift my
face to You, O my God, for our iniquities #-are
overwhelming-a and our guilt has grown high
as heaven. 7From the time of our fathers to this
very day we have been deep in guilt. Because
of our iniquities, we, our kings, and our priests
have been handed over to foreign kings, to the
sword, to captivity, to pillage, and to humilia-
tion, as is now the case.

8“But now, for a short while, there has been
a reprieve from the Lorp our God, who has
granted us a surviving remnant and given us a
stake in His holy place; our God has restored
the luster to our eyes and furnished us with a
little sustenance in our bondage. 9For bonds-
men we are, though even in our bondage God
has not forsaken us, but has disposed the king
of Persia favorably toward us, to furnish us with
sustenance and to raise again the House of our
God, repairing its ruins and giving us a hold®
in Judah and Jerusalem.

10“Now, what can we say in the face of this,
O our God, for we have forsaken Your com-
mandments, 'which You gave us through Your
servants the prophets when You said, ‘The land
that you are about to possess is a land unclean
through the uncleanness of the peoples of the
land, through their abhorrent practices with
which they, in their impurity, have filled it from

a-a  Lit. “are numerous above the head.”
b Lit. “fence.”
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