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AEu h rcccnt l) ,  tusl incd thc l :ck of T. lmud study in i ts schools for
won cn, i t  noicd rhrr cvcn \r i thour ruch Talmud , tudy, i ts 45 B.rh
trco') ttigh Schook :nd doz.ns of scminrrics h.v. succccd.d in p.o-
duc'  

'S 
borh "conr.r trd houscwif . .mothcrr rnd t tachcrs, rnd upwrrd-

ly-F )bi lc chcmists,  l . \ ty.rs rnd physi( i rns " '  As r f  ptoducing womcn
who rrc upvrrdly-mobilc (hrmht3, lrwycrr rnd phylicirns w:s thc Borl
ofp: st  gcncrat ions ofOrthodox schools

tu luck qould hrvc n, I  crmc acros3 r rcfcrcncc to a discnls;on on
rh. opic in M. 'o/ . i  Or,  r  hr l r thi(  s 'o. t  wrir t€n by Rrv A!r:hrm
wor ns. Hc was a discipl. ot thc She'eBat Ary. !,ho s.t\cd .s ,o!h ),thi'

,  la)an ind z4r of luctz Evcf l  a qui(k comput.r  chc(k wi l l  f tvc, l
hos $rdcly rc5prct.d 

'nd 
quotcd hc r  rmong mod<.n ?drrt '  To

quo c, for crrmpl<. no l .s,  l  Tor:h girnt thln R Yitshal wciss. '
M'i '.i O' wrs atllonB th. "8,noki ha.shtronin'."

ln thc world ofrc.dcmir,  pcoplc rrc oftcn opsct whcn thcy 6n. i
rhat rhcir  rhc! is hl i  bc.n enrjc iprtcd dc. ldcs c,r l icr- thc opporruniry
to prbl ish rn or iginr l  p:pcr suddcnly dis:ppters. 8ut in thc \eor ld of
Torih, such . fitd clic;ts "Lelrlh !h'-Lirrnri." Clce.tr', I \!"s cncouf
r8c( by hrs r .gumcntl

f r  5.cmr rh s.  rrc fo.bidd<n to s.y ' lhalo. 'eni  aot" pnbl i . ly,
b clusc i t  * i l l  cnglndd hatrcd lamong thc Scnt i lcsl  And a5 to $ying
" ,. to ue.; nha- lrloudl-how <zn w. publi(ly inruk somcon< [ral-
b,r pa.i ,ax,o b.-..binl! Ir i! .noo8h ro lry Illoudl rhosc b./rlhol
n :nt ioncd in heRo). lB.. . rhot 60b1. bir t  *ho cohp. l3 us to rcc(<
d :s. rhr.c blcssings lwhich r.c not \ PnA tqRo'., but;in {Tr:cr:r.l
Ltnahot la3b)t Thii c.n rllo bc pro'<n from ttt. Shrth.n Arrrh,
w nch ortrnizcd th. ,./atrat which ar. to b.3aid publrcly in thc synr.
B, s{c 'n 

onc plr.. lor,, HaDiB a6:r-2l.nd pxt th.tc rht.c b.ralt'.,
in r  lcprnt.  pangnph [46:a] whi lc many r i ldr l i r  pl1c.d rhcm
.,rons rh< lorhcr morninst bl.!5ings, th€s. I'hrc.] nc.d not bc a.id
p, bficly Thus rh. Sttth$ Aturh,.nn9.d [rh. p.n8,rph,) ,smcn

k *rr  not iuTrir in8 ro hc:.  lomc pcoplc dismiis this rcf .rcncc
witF thc l rgumcnr rhar rh. To.rh comnuniry his hrd a c.n(r.y and r
hrlf o cvalurr. (h. positton o( Mc'orsi Oz nd lound i( lickinS-tv'tncs3
thc kr rhrt  hir  por ir ion hr i  not bcrn rdop(cd. Surcly,  I  wrs told,  thos.
who now do not favo. chan8ing thc <urr<nr p.:ct icc rr .  no lcss 3cnsi-
t ivc nd cthicr l  thzn hc was

Bur hl l rkh: m:kct r  point ofr .cordinS minori iy opinroni rnd-rt

lorl tt. llolov.ua)

*cry rcrdcr of hr l rkhr knows-thcy r .c oftcn dr.wn upon in tuturc
ycars. Morc inportanr,  hrhkhr f<3ponds io circumstrncct,  rnd thc!<
oftcn (hrngc For crrrnplc.  ;n rhc hr.  i .vcnrccnrh ccnrury. R. y: i r
Blkhr ikh (grrr& L' i f )  dcrh with a czs! of ,  m:n in Amstcrd:, t !  who
dicd lcrving only drughtcrs rnd artcd rh I rpr(i2t rjrra' bc a€i up to
cnrblc thcm @ sry Katdnt. Th. r(hotzr nd try oficirts did nor p.c-
vrnt th.m from doinB so. R. Brkhrlkh conccdcd rhrr "(hcrc is no proot
fo contrrdi(t thc mrrr.r," agrccing thu r rh( diughlcr'r Kaldnh bdngs

"rtat 
rldt k.potc) to thc dcccrscd, rh2t womcn p:rricip:ic in rh€

mirs\'fi af Lidduth HrthrB, lnd thrr Keddtlh.oltd bc s.id bcctuic r

' , , r / r '  
otrncn wrs prcscnr.  8ut an ihc f inat anrtyi is h.  woutd hot 2l low

h.t to sty Kttl,luh, ts h< fcr..d rhrr su(h rn innoverion mi8ht *.rlcn
r l l .g ianc. to cr ist ing Jc*ish cusrolr ls.

For ccnrur ics, rhi !  rRirudc inform.d minv ot rh.  rcroons€3 ro lhc
qr:cstion of womcn ttyinl K dith. Bur .cccnrty. for rrrmptc, R:bbi
Ahron Solovcrchrl  rrrr(uhrcd r counrcr.rpprorch ihrr  rcf lcctcd thc
hrlrkhi(  fosir ion thl  hrd bccn adoprcd in rhc prcvious gcncrrt ion by
8.'o,.; LirrtD Noring rh. oppori on of Havpot Ta'ir, hc nrintaincd

no*adry3. wh.n rhcrc . .c kwi nglr idg for.qu, l i ry ror mcn rnd
$,on.n rn rnelr<tr ruch !r a/,t,r, if Orthodox nbbn pr.v.nr won.n
kor r2y;nS KrdCilh ||h<n rhcrc ir I poltibiliry for ,llowing it, h witl
.t.cn8rl,cn rh. infl!(nr. of R.form .rd Conscdrriv. dbbi! Ir ii rh.n-
forc fobiddch ro pr.wrrr s o$.ntrcn s.,/int Kaddilhtl

From rhc rimc Mc'ani Ot x.as pubtishcd ro r dccidc or two agbl
rhcrc wcrc fcw r+omcn arrcndrng dr ' ly s.rvi(cs, f€w wom€n nhd Ft i .
sonrl ly ctp.r icn((d whrr rhcy pcrc. j rcd rr  r  d: ' ly publ ic insnh. A rdr l
who hardly cv€r rcc! womcn in rrlJ whcn ihcsc krelhor uc rczd zlotA
would hrvc l i r r lc rcrson to hcsi i r tc ml intaining rhc status qrro Suclt
lolkim w.r. nor fticcring rhc M.,ont (>'s posirioni thcy rimply wcrc

rft Mc'oni Ot's hrl:khic opinions sc.€ (ir.d rnd diicorlcd in sc.rcr.l
tJy 8.d('t.i ha-lotIi6 o\.. th. ,t.ttt

Ofcorrruc, rh.  f in i l  d.(Bion in (hcrc mr r  rcar!  in thc hends of
(hc rynaBogu< nbbi,  who har to b.t .ncc mrny di f f . .cnr f :crors in
d.ciding \vhcrhcr or not ro (hangc rny ispcct of  hi i  synrgoguc\ ct i -
quctt . .  Indccd, l  "Journi l  of lcwish thorghr" rnry nor bc !h€ idcrt
plr(c ro dcbirc I  spccinc dcr l i t  ofrhc ayn.go8uc scrvicc- 8ut thc i rsucs



iomc, so dlrt ri. mrn rhall bc t.. ro 3cryc hE ajftrtor lid .n8r8. 
'nrit*o.l \*.7it2t lt..id, p.nli k.tt.ltt ro.'o yl..t.L 

^.l^Lhtot -

As for his v,cws on rh. ,."lrr, n n obvious thrr M.'o,.i (r't *^r
2 |  i lo lat<d opinion whi<h w.! . ' rhcr unknown or iEnorcd by h:h\hic
d ! ( i !or3 s inc.  h is d.y Thc ov.rwh. lminS *ciBht of  h: l lkhic rnct icc
,  lparcnt ly did not rcccpr thc prcmist  on which hc bzicd his opinioni
r .y (ontinucd to rccirc rh. bttlha rloud Clcrrly, thcrc rrc othcr con.
silcrrtjonr th:r, ir thc opinion oJ thc hrhkhr, out$cigh thc conctnr
c totcltcd h\ M.br.i Or.

Wc rrc to ld thrr  "r imcs h,vc ch?ng.d".nd thrr  inuinruch rs
!  omcn r t t .nd syn,Eogu. in 8r.r t . r  numb(rs rod.y,  wc ,hould l rkc
i urc lcriously Mc'orci Or,s oosiaot so rs not to olTcnd rvonrcn who
r c in rtt.nd.n(c But I iubmit thrt thc physicrl prcscncc or rb*ncc of
$on,ctr  i r  rhul  is  i . rc l .v.nr l f  thc , r 'a l r .  . . rb. . r r
s l ,ould nor bc rc. i tcd (vcn in rh. i rubs.nc. .  l f  i r  docs noi  cmb:ras!
t l .m, i t  crn bc r t (kcd €v<n in (hcir  prrscncc Thc f ict  i r  d l r ( .  .orr t r r
nJ. ' r l . i  Or.  hrLlhic ooinion has bccn thl t  rhc , r /a l ra nci thcr intcn. i r
n r  €xgrcrscs .  humi l i l r ion ofrnyonc.

Thn M.'o,.i O, h2s 2 diff.r.nr opinion ;. h,lrthicilly !p.rldn8,
b:3idc rhc point H.l:thi< lit.nrur. ;s io v.$ rh.r indilidu.l opinioni-
p rii<uhrly in th'3 ig. of conputcr'drrrbatc trrrrp.t--<.n ?r (h. prcr!
o :  burton bc found to suppor i  r lmdt rny po;nt  ofv icw Ent i rc vol
u ncs could bc publ i !hcd af  indiv idu. l  h. l ,khic opinions whi(h hr!c
b :cn uni ! . rsr l lv  rc i€crcd.

Thclc .rc .v.n 3om. opinion3 ofm.ior dccir0r3 thJt hn. b.co irt
. r<( r(i.ckd For crrmpl<, dlc Mr,ot (R. Z.rrhy. b lir,( h, l,.vi,
I lti < ), on. ofthc tow.ring comlnenoior3 on rhc /{4,t, holds rhrt ifl
c rr dry rhcrc i3 no nitsvrh ro w.rr rritir. Hc rc.sons thzr rh. mirierh of
r  r r l r  rcquir . r  (h!  b ib l ic . l  cord ofr . r r r l  (b luc);r ,  wc no longcr posic i t
L k cord, th. mir3vrh to wcer Btrn 6llr rway. Ir followi from hs rcrson.
,n I rhat rhc wcdn8 of..ra larj.ot on Sh.bbrr in I public domiin s r
'r olrdon ofrh. lrw3 of crrryinB on Shrbbet N.vcnh.lcat w. do $crt
r( l  €m on Shrbbir  bccruic,  in th is insrrncc,  no onc rSrccs rv i th th is mrjor
r 

'rrt. 
Thc kcj/ is noi wh,t rn individorl ruro, or p,,.1 oncc wrotci rhc

l( y is $hcthcr hrlrklic opinion rnd usrgc rcccpts whz! hc \.r'or.

I I

l i  gcn.r . l ,  todry 
-< 

3hould b. .vcn morE c. t . fu l  thrn . . . l i r r  E.ncn

' 
j )Ds bcforc rinrcrinS with rhc w,y wc rccitc prry.rr, prcciscly b.crlr3(

"  im<s h,v.  (hrngcd."  Sp.c;6cr l ly ,  in rhc r ;nrca of  i l . 'o/ . i  At ,  ro

?o

chrngc I vocrl ,rralra ro r $4)isp<.cd on. \rculd nor in rny wry hrvc
wctkcn€d rhc fidcliry ro p.ry.r ofrh. worshipp.rs i^ II.'oEi e' 

'h!lHc djd nor fr.c mas1iv. prctsur.s wirhin hn (ommuniiy to rhc.
prry.r !  Bur in our dly rh.r .  is rn , l l .our ast.ulr  on rh. inrcg;ry of
Icwish pr:ycr in gcncrl l t  * i rh uncnding cftorB ro.mcnd pr.yc.s or ro
. l iminttc thcm.nrncly.  Ar r  t imc whcn "crc.r i ,c scrviccs'rbound, and
p.ty.r-writjng (ommitr.cr is3u. p.iycrbookr in loosc.lcrf form io rhat
old pr.ycr5 crn b€ rcmovcd rnd morc (urt.nr on.3 sub3rjtutcd: rv$cn
b:njo phrng, hold;ng hrndr .nd chanrins mrnrr:r, .nd .fcct goodi
8immi(ks rrc contuscd uirh ficinS our Mrlcr in phycr, (.nd wficn cvcn
Orrhodor lcws judgc 1 !yn1go8uc acrvi( .  by sh.(hcr i r  makca th€m
comfoneblc or r:ncomforrrblc), onc arrongly rurp.cts th.r,if Mc'ofti Or
wcr. , l ivc roday, hc would bc rh. 6r j r  ro r .commco'r  rnrt  w. nor
(hrng€ rh< volumc or .nrhinS clrc rbo'r( rhc ,/'atra, prcci$ly b<(rus.
h. would nor in any wry winr to giv. rid rnd comfo.. to tho$ who
rod,y wo'rld mcr.ly lowcr thc volumc and tohorrow. for cqor y p..3ur.
si lc rcr3on3, world cl iminir .  i r  .nr i rc ly.  (An O(hodor fcminis( of  rhc
autu.. nrighr wcll $'rirc rhc followinS, cvcn ifth. ,r/alra w.r. uoivcrsrl-
ly $h[pcrcd: "Wom!n know whzt i i  bcinB whispcr.d rbour rhcm Thjt
not only hunilirrcs 

'h€m 
but ir is . form of 1610' ,a.rr; thcr.for., tct

ur bc acffh;vi ro Mmcn ,nd climin,rc cntir(ty rhis d.ity pubtic insuh .)
' fhn, ofcourr,  is thc fer ofrhc ! l ipp.ry dop.,  which ws rcjc(rcd

pi(h thc lrflcmcni thrr "thc slippcry slopc fc.r is rcndcrcd irrctcvhr by
r irru.  ofour commitncnr ro hl l ikhr.-  Onc cJnnor,  howcvcr,  ignor.  rhc
frct th slipp.ry-slop. tcSi3lrrion is rn inrcgr.t (lc'ncnr of hrhkfir. Thc
f.rr ofth€ slopc ie prcci3cly whrr lica b.h;nd '.',' 

'i"n.r.t 
t .ni'h,tcr.

!i." Thc con(.pB of".,! 
'qrf 

lr-m.ah,- ot t.ld, of t.2.,', of.rc1nng
'tcn.< Irwr," i3 th.r th< SrE.s.r.cr such protccrivc berricn ro prcvcnr ur
tom l l ippinS down rhrr s lopc dcspi(c our rco'nmirrn.nr ro h, l ,khl .-

For crrmplc, cvcryonc lnows rhlr  w. do 
'o!  

phy musicrt inrrru.
n.n6 on Shrbbrt .  Thi! .  how.vcr,  i3 nor plohib'rcd by rhc Tohh. Thir
r . rlippcry-5lopc law.nrcr€d by rhc S.gcr Ifw! ptry r music.t insrru.
r .nt  on Shlbb.r,  w. mry 6nd n ncc.ssrry ro r .prn rh:r  intrrum.ni on
jhrbLrt ,  which i rscl f is r  r ibbinic prohibir ion .mrn ;ng from rhc bibtt-
: rr  prohibi t ion of r i r l . ,  (bu' ldinB).  Ano(hcr cxampl€ woutd b. rhc
tohibition ol nrm r.rnt , which is nor biblicrl in nrrurc, bur is rrrh€r
,  rrbhinic cnacrhcnr,  a fcncc-b\v $horc purpos. i i  ro imp.dc fr2r.r .
riz!!ion .nd uldm.r.ly inrcrmzrrirB.

In rn rgc .vh.n .K rr .  ht idly sl ipt ins down tn:nr slap. i ,  i r  i t
,is. to plur( bcfDrc nrki6g ch.ngca in thc rvry ,.r eLho. ar. ...ircd.

ln $n, Mc'or. i  Or is 1 minoriry ot on. whosc prchi3ca in iht ,

7l
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nt]na n)Dn
I u,p ')i?v *bP .$rqr lbp u'i:9x :: n$s ?irl

)lIcn say:-

r;rPx')jzg*bP 'nhya fp up\ il ;rrlr$':p'it
Wonun sa2:-

:'i:'isrp,')i?p.p , nliup :ftp l:'i!b61,', il01{ ?f.n+
, D"'tlu DBio .n)iy,; f-p "'SX :: 

;rprs ,TnI

It is still so worded to-day in the Italian Rite, as well as in
ma.ny older 

- 
editions of the Ashkenazi Prayer Books. Several high

rabbinic euthorities of modern days, including Rabbi Elijah, tbe Ga6n
of Viln& (1720-1797), pronounced in favour of the positive formulatiou.
But however expreqed,-grateful consciousness of the privilege of having
been bom in the Faith of Israel is essential. He who would serve
humanity, must ffrst of all to himself be true.

bondman. tr'or over l8O0 years this Benediction was spoken by a
people oppressed as none other, but endowed wiLh iwnar fieed,om ihat
rendered- it unconquerable in spirit. This ancient Benediction hasa
very real meanlng lor contemporary Jewry. The Israelite in frec
countries has good reason to lhank God daily for livinq in lands where
his life, liberty and human personality are rlspected, -

,&t ,nale me a uoman. There is no derogation of woman implied in
t}tis Benediction; just as little as, for example, the Blessing of the
Priests, l,hanking God for having chosen thim to perform lrricstly
firnctions, implies any derogatioo df ttre lay Israelites. 'The 

^"rttit 
g o'f

this Blessing is mercly, " Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King ofthe
universe, Who hast set upon me the obligations of a man,,.-Tnere
can be no doubt as to this, because the luthor of this Benedictron
coneeming woman has himself tolr
It was, so that men thank God for
forming a,fl the precepts of the 'I',
being incumbent uDon women. I'o
for not l-'eing heathens or borrdmen, and can thus fuljil all the duties
of Israelites.

Ihe Persians and Greeks had formulae of thanks simitar to these lhree
Benedictions. Plato expressed his gratitudc that he was a m&n anq
not one of the lorver animals, a man-a,nd not a voman, a Grcek and not
a barbarian. Nevertheless, the difference betwecn thc attitude oI the
Greek and that of the Israelite towards the alien, thc bondman and
woman remained imrneasrrrable. 1'u the Greek. cr;ery foreigner was a
barbarian ; whereas thc Israelite was bidden, ,, Love'ye thei stranger "
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