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moyn H¥ nawra was introduced by Rabbi Mcir of Rothenburg, whose
authotity throughout Europe during the thirteenth eentury gained for him
the title AMe’or ha-Golah (“Light of the 1ixile’”). On his way to seltle in Eretz
Yisracl he was seized in 1281 and committed to prison, where he spent the last
seven years of his life revising his literary works. When he died, Emperor
Rudolph refused to surrender his body for fourteen years until a large sum of
money was paid for its redemption. Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg inserted this
passage in consideration of the talmudic statemernt which reads: “‘A public fast
wherein Jewish transgressors do not participate is no fast; though the aromatic
odor of galbanum is unpleasant, the Bible included it among the fragrant spices
of the incense-offering’’ (Kerithoth 6b).
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