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a!!r!ic! to krowledge, nol JLrst a relilioN one A od thc lucheN offte s.ruldr sunie.Ls
rvcrcfdrtastic Otrcol LhelF-sLtaueltmcciebth sndeFrrglishrvhcn hebas brrclyonl of
olcse hnNcr, beforc!c bNme a rti apotcssor and ar nlx)rtant q uer thLls1
civen Orrhodorr''s cordoDanDn orhomos.xnilibj he Drsrhrle nade it o.ro dre facdtv
lhrotrsl rne sheer clu€lcsnc$ oi tlE adminisLr a tiotr rnrd onlt Laoys $har LeacheF ljke
him. visiloG fioa the r%l borld, nadc ol ou qd*y re.)s (In the bool 01pd.n$ about
hi,s ts.lt hg y{ N, lre students are decorors\ lrtustomL{ into Italid -Amen6s.)

l. rl]o"tug ns, int6tioD:rll) or no1, to sce the no d and the lordr ds lrrolirnndly
Dtercon.ected, rhe shool l as faithtul to the domines oi ils cpotryn, llrc a cal mcdie\'.I

Jcwish lcsal$l dd ph copher M()s MriDonid6.I€sny the nost drmordnrary 6gw
in post biblical Jewisll hislory, MainoDd6 tauglt tht ammre loohledge of tne $orld

drlsial andmetaphrsisl $Es, alongsidesludlinB, obclmg aod urderstan.ling the
mrm.dnenrs, the one mute t. the dlimaLe sumrnnn lrclh of knosng Corl A lno
]n'ed by tha* Drecepis can be noth roDle ard beatl ifd, and I bclicvc tle bal aDd hnesr
ol my classMr$ and ldoheN come very .lose rndeet to achjcvils it.

'rhc Dlo:mi6 of Prohibilion

For man] of !s, thc cosi[cncc of fa]t! and nodeDrit] thal sonctm$ appctus r{thn dr
r.r.i of ood$n Onhodo4 r a rmraltiDg p.osnect Bnt it ca! be rndem'ned by the
ftasile fanlt I'nes belpen Lhe moral sltbs1n.tr6 of tne filo No.ldvess, ,lhi.tr .j n Bden
into dcrp rupltt$ on imporlaot nat1e6 otlilc dd lore-

Onc fine at Manrorides a hrl phJ$cian - a wcJ lcou 4qM in dre omnui!,] no
later died b agiuDy yoD.g addr*d a sh@]as*db\.or rte iolic ofthechaleDges
tlat a Dmdcm orrnodox pDlcrsioMl m.y tbce. TIF doclor addls.n rhc r dmklic
dictu tnat the svins ofa Me rrmls tle sabbrth He cxDltrined rh,r in irs pucsl fom,
tn$ pnnciplcapphe only lo lhc Me ot a Jcb- Ite mlbis ofrheTal'nu4 hohe' er $ere
unp.rlardl Lo allow Lhe l,fc of a ro! Jcw to b. crtinguished bMrse ot tle nG{ork
.ahnandmenL, and e tbey flned lhnl thc Sabbalh conkl bc vialated ro sar c rne lil€ ol a
non,,e'. out af onem lor nrai.taining !€,elxl Fl.l ons bclvLu rhe J$Nh dd
non-jerish onnuDitres

Dcpcndirs on howron lool nr ii, tnis rulhg is eidrer an mnrtle oroutmgeo$lv

FrticDlarid relisious lbiDl$s, beMr* in princiDle it value\ JcuNh liae morc lhrn
non-.te$ish life, or d ilsiance ofLud$le uDi!€relism, bMU$ in pndn! rt trats aI
live-s equa\' Thc phFicid quite ras.nabl_v opted lor the l.t tc. cxplahrr bn And b.
added Lh.L ne ninseErvodd Dever disLrns[sl Jer ish arcn tron J$ish !)alicnts: a ]rfmar
bri.g s {s a hman neinE-

l his alp..Llns ierl'meil did not go unchallcnsd Onc oI mr raohcrs I@ ro susqast drat
rhc doclors.tritudesas DnninE hrn ilr danSerof v'oLltirE rhclorah ric Lcacbrr
reDorlcd tlDt he had hiNer he.rd 6.m his o$n rabbi, a leadnrS moder n o' lhodor
T^hDdisi aswiared with \ eshi! !lti!.!sih , tlnt nr viohtnrg lhe S^Dbath l. l.crt a
non Jc*, rnlc.Lion sasrbsoh'lclycrucial ll.voo InlendL{tosa}€tncpalL.nlslifesoaslo

facilitatc smrl rcla hons L,clKcn Jcs ard nonJcws, )au. adiom x cft.pcmGsible Bui
il ro dre contfury, you:nlhde{ to sNc lhc!.1'c.l oul otulilersal mortJq, rle! you
rvcrc in tacL guilg_ oaliol^ti.gt|e SabDeth, be..use the notne for aclmg \ias nol tht
Dotilc onlhc bts'softrhrh ihe rabl'is tiloRed Lhe SabbrLh v,olalu,Ioo(irr

lnlcr, nr.lrss, Lhe leiclrer arrologred lo Ls studerls lbr \nDl hc ald Lo the do(lor llrs

.onrmenLr, besidjwereinlpn.oprirLe notleeLse theysrrewronghe.ded,bul

ber* non-re*s rvcrc prudt m tlc andicnrc $hcn hc nade them Tnc double strNlard
of Je s and no.Jc$s, in oDer \or[s, \as ror hrm Lnn) 

'm.dnciblci 
n $?s not jr6l abour

norina that only Jri ish liva menLerl viol.l Db or lbr Sntrbath, bnt also aboul kepills rhc
serel ot { hy nor Jerish li\.es nignt be sav€d To a@rrt tlis !c6on ol tne tr.di( 

'on
\ould lre io acapt that drc Doddr ordrodox prcject oa elgrgenenL silh t-[e \r..ld ( , nnd
nol tr@ed h g@d lai!

Noding rn thesuLcultrucof0od.m orlholort, ho*€.!r, brouglrt our tle r€nsj.N
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R. Lawrence Kaplan Responds to R. Shlomo Riskin

6) Rabbi Riskin rcports rhat th€ Rav termed parts of RAv Unterman's talk nonsensc, but does
not identit,which parts- Rabbi Riskin assumcs ir was Rav l]nteanan's claim that rhe reason
for saving a non-Jew on the Sabbath wrs "mi-shwn eivah.' But I ) we iust saw Lhat thc marn
point of Rav Unlerman's lalk was that "mi-shum eivah" is an ethical principle equivalent to

"Darkhei Shalom;" and 2) We have rcpofts trom Ra\ ltol Blidstein, frorn Rav Charlap, and
from Rnv Schachter (a \\,icle idcobgical raDge) that the Rav's ruling to religious doctors to
save non-JeE's on the Sabbath was based on "mi-shum eivah." I would thereforc very
lentatively suggesl the following: Rabbi Riskirr got it exactl], backwards What the Rav found
to be nonsense l\,As Rav llnteman's argument that 'mi-shurn eivah" was an ethical principle
equivalent to "Darkhei Shalom"! (ltRC. Rav Schachtcr in cirher Nclesh ha-Rav or Mi-
Iteninei ha-Rav, withoul lnentioning nnrnes, reporls that this, indecd, was the substancc ofthe
Rav's criticism of Rav Untcrmirn.) Of coursc, as Prof. Blidstein famously related - a point
nol mentioned b), Rav Schachter - thc Rar' lbund the rationale of "mi-shum civah" to be
morally problematic. but. uevertheless, intcllectllal honesty compelled him to say l) thaL that
was thc rationalc found in lhe so rces; and 2) that, as much as he and }le might like it to be
othcrwise, "mi-shum eiyah," contra Rav Untcrman, i$ NOT an ethical principlc but a
prudentidl onc (which is precisely why the Rav lbund it to bc morally problematic) and that
to say othek-ise is mcre apoloSelrcs,
I emphasize that this is pure spcculation. But it accords rvith rnore rcliable reporls of the
Rav's position on this issue, and. for what it's wonh- in lighr of evcrything I knoN about the
Rav nngs tlue,


