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TORAH EXODUS 19.6 vyITRO

1

the people capable men who féar God, trust- -
worthy men who sputn ill-gotten gain. Set these
over them as chiefs- of thousands, hundreds,
fifties, and tens, and 22let them judge the people
at all times. Have them bring every major dis-
pute to you, but let them decide every minor
dispute themselves. Make it easier for yourself
by letting them share the burden with you, BIf
you do this—and God so commands you—you
will be able to bear up; and all these people too
will go home unwearied.” .
~ %4Moses heeded his father-in-lawand did just
as he had said. 5Moses chose capable men out
of all Israel, and appointed them heads over the
people—chiefs of thousands, hundreds, fifties,
and tens; %6and they judged the people at all
times: the difficult matters they would bring to
Moses, and all the minor matters they would
decide themselves. 27Then Moses bade his fa-
ther-in-law farewell, and he went his way to his
own land.

H@ On the third new moon after the Isra-
elites had gone forth from the land of Egypt, on
that very day, they entered the wilderness of Si-
nai..2Having journeyed from Rephidim, they
entered the wilderness of Sinai and encamped
in the wilderness. Israel encamped there in front
of the mountain, 3and Moses went up to God.
TheLorp called to him from the mountain, say-
ing, “Thus shall you say to the house of Jacob
and declare to the children of Israel: 4You have
seen what  did to the Egyptians, how I bore you
on eagles’ wings and brought you to Me. SNow
then, if you will obey Me faithfully and keep My
covenant, you shall be My treasured possession
among all the peoples. Indeed, all the earth is
Mine, but you shall be to Me a E:muo_d of
priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words
that you shall speak to the children of Israel.”
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ToRAH EXODUS 18,8 YITRO

hardships that had befallen them on the way,

and how En Lorp had delivered them, 9And
Jethro rejoiced over all the kindness n.._..wn.&n :

Loro hadshown Israel when He delivered them
from the Egyptians, 10“Blessed be the Lorp,”
.?n:.o said, “who delivered you from the Egyp-
tians and from Phataoh, and who delivered the
vmcv_.a from under the hand of the Egyptians,
'Now I know that the Lorp js greater than all
.mo%. “yes, by the result of their very mnrnSmw,
against [the people],”-c 12And Jethro, Moses’
father-in-law, brought a buint offering and

sacrifices for God; and Aaron came with all the

elders of Israel to partake of the meal before God

with Moses’ father-in-law,

- 13 Next day, Moses sat.as.magistrate wBo:m
the m..unoEn. while the people stood about Moses
from morning until evening, 4But when Mo-
ses’ father-in-law saw how much he had to ao_;
for the people, he said, “What is this Enm that
you are doing to the people? Why do you actd
alone, whileall the people stand about you .mnoa
BoSEm until evening?” 15Moses replied to his
father-in-law, “It js because the people come to
me to inquire of God, 16When they have a dis-

pute, it comes before me, and | decide between
one person and another, and I make known the
laws and teachings of God.” ' _
17But Moses’ father-in-law said to him, “The
thing you are doingis not right; Syouwill surely
wear yourself out, and these people as well. For
the task is too heavy for you; you cannot do it
alone. 1Now listen to me, | will give you coun-
sel,and God bewith you! Yourepresent the peo-
ple before God: you bring the disputes before
God, 20anid enjoin upon them the laws and the
teachings, and make known to them the way
they are to go and the Practices they are to fol-
low. 21You shall also seek out from among all

ec wxue:.:h of Heb, uncertain,
d Lit. “sit* gg magistrate; of. v, 13,
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TorRAH EXODUS - 20.7

YITRO

mountain¢ trembled violently. 19The blare of
the horn grew louder and louder. As Moses
spoke, God answered him il 'thunder. 20The
Lorp came down upon Mount Sinai, on the top
of the mountain, and the Lorp called Moses to
the top of the mountain and Moses went up.
21The Lorp said to Moses, “Go down, warn the

people nottobreak throughto theLorptogaze, - .

lest many of them perish, 22The priestsalso, who

come near the Lorp, must stay pure, lest the

Lorp break outagainst them.” 23But Moses said

to the Lorp, “The people cannot come up to

Mount Sinai, for You warned us muﬁ.:..m. ‘Set

bounds about the mountain and sanctify it.”

2450 the Lorp said to him, “Go down, and come

back together with Aaron; but let not the priests”
or the people break through to come up to the
LoRrp; lest He break out against them.” 25And
Moses went down to the vnovwa and spoke to
them. .

NOH God spoke all these words, saying:
-~ 2L the Lorp am your God who brought you
out of the land of Egypt, the house of bondage:
3You shall have no other gods besides Me.
4You shall not make for yourself asculptured
image, or any likeness of what is in the heavens
above, or on the earth below, or in-the waters
under the earth, 5You shall not bow down to
.them or serve them. For I-the Lorp your God

am an impassioned God, visiting the guilt of the

parents upon the children, upon the third and
upon the fourth generations of those who reject
Me, sbut showing kindness to the thousandth
generation of those who love Me and keep My
commandments,

7You shall not b-swear falsely by-» the name

¢ Some Hebrew manuscripts and the Greek read “all the people”;
of. v 16, ]

a  Tradition varies as to the division of the Commandments in
w, 2-14, and as to the numbering of the verses from 13 on,

b-b Others “take in vain.” ’
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TORAH "EXODUS 19.7 Ew.&

» "Moses came and summoned the eldersofthe

people and put before them all-that'the Lorp..

had commanded him, 8All the people answered

as one,.saying, “All that the LoRrp has spoken.,

we will do!” And Moses brought back the peo-
ple’s words to the Lorp. %And the Lokp said to
Moses, “I will come to you in a thick cloud, in
order that the people may hear when I speak
- with you and so trust you ever after.” Then Mo-
ses reported the. people’s words to the Lorp,
1%and the Lorp said to Moses, “Go to the people
and warn them to stay purea today and tomor-
. row. Let them wash their clothes. lLet them be
ready for the third day; for on the third day the
Loro will come down, in the sight of all the peo-
ple, on-Mount Sinai. 12You shall set bounds for
"rm. people roiind about, saying, ‘Beware of go-
ing'up the mountain or touching the border of
it. Whoever touches the mountain shall be put
todeath: 13no hand shall touch him, but he shall
be either stoned or shot; beast or man, he shall
not live,” When the ram’s hoin bsounds a long
E»&. b they may go up on the mountain.”

14Moses came down from the mountain to
the people and warned the people to stay pure,
and they washed their clothes. 15And he said to

the people, awn ready for the third day: do not

g0 near a woman,”

160n the third day, as morning dawned, there

- was thunder, and lightning, and a dense cloud

upen the mountain, and a very loud blast of the
horn; and all the people who were in the camp
trembled. 17Moses led the people out of the
camp toward God, and they took their places
at the foot of the mounitain, .
'8Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke, for the

- Lorp had come down upon itin fire; the smoke
{ . rose like the smoke of a kiln, and the Ero_n

a Cfvls
b-b  Meaning of Heb. uncertain.
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TorAH EXODUS 21.9

MISHPATIM

heavens: 20With Mg, therefore, you shall not

make any gods of silver, nor shall you make for

yourselves any gods of gold. 2!Make for Me an-
altar of earth and sacrifice on it your burnt

offerings and your sacrifices of well-being,¢your

sheep and your oxen; in every place where I

cause My name to be mentioned I will come to
you and bless you. 2And if you Bpr,o for Me

analtar of stones, do not build it ofhewn stones;
for by wielding your tool upon them you have

_profaned them. 23Do not ascend My altar by
steps, that your nakedness may not be 868&
upon it.

MISHPATIM , )
N These are the rules that you shall set
before them: -

.2When you acquire a Hebrew m_u<9 Fie shall
serve six years; in the seventh year he shall go
free; without payment. 3If he came single, he
shall leave single; if he had a wife, his wife shall
_o.&a with him. 4If his master gave him a wife,
and she has borne him children, the wife and
her children shall belong to the master, and he
shall leave alone. SBut if the slave declares, “I

love my master, and my wife and children: I do -
not.wish to go free,” shis master shall take him -

before God.e He shall be brought to the door
- or the.doorpost, and his master shall pierce his
ear with an awl; and he shall then remain his
slave for life.
7When a man sells his daughter as a slave, she
" shall not be freed as male slaves are. 8If she
provestobe &%_n.m.mm:m to her master, who des-
ignated her for himself, he must let her be re-
deemed; he shall not have the right to sell her
to outsiders, since he broke faith with her. %And
ifhe designated her for hisson, he shall deal with

‘¢ Others “peace-offering.” Meaning of shelamin uncertain,

a  Others “to the judges.”
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TORAH EXODUS 20.7 . vrtro

of the Lorp your God; for the Lorp will not
clear one who swears falsely by His name.
SRemember the sabbath day and keep it ro€
88ix days you shall labor and do all your work,
10but the seventh day is a sabbath of the Lorp
your God: you shall not do any work—you,
your son or daughter, your male or female slave,
oryour.cattle, or the stranger who is within your
settlements, 11For in six days the' Lorp made
heavenand earthand sea, and all that s in them,
and He rested on the seventh day; therefore the
- Lorp blessed the sabbath day and hallowed it.
12Honor your father and your mother, that
You may _osm endure on the land that Sn Lorp
your God is assigning to you,
13You shall not murder,
You shall not commit adultery,
You shall not steal.
You shall not cawa.@mn witness against your
neighbor.
14You shall not covet your Eumrvo« s house:
you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his
male or female slave, or his ox or his ass, or
anything that is your neighbor’s,

15AHl the people witnessed the thunder and
lightning, the blare of the horn and the moun-
tain smoking; and when the people saw it, they
fell back and stood at a distance. 16“You speak
to us,” they said to Moses, “and we will obey;
butlet not God speakto us, lestwe die.” 17Moses
answered the people, “Be not afraid; for God
has come only in order to test you, and in order
thiat the fear of Him may be ever with you, so
that you do not go astray.” 1850 the people re-
mained at a distance, while Moses approached
the thick cloud where God was,

19The Lorp said to Moses:
Thus shall you say to the Israelites: You your-
selves saw that I spoke to you from the very
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I. 2, 2-3] MIDRASH RABBAH

tables of stone, written with the ﬁnger of God (Ex XXXI, 18) ?
He replied: It was like a dnscxple writing while the master

guides him.
R. Joshua b. Levi and the Rabbls joined issue. R. ]oshua '
said: Israel heard two utterances from the mouth of the

- Holy One, blessed be He, viz. ‘I am’ and ‘ Thou shalt not

Fave’, for so it’is written, LET HIM K15S ME WITH [Lit.:
‘FROM’] THE KISSES OF HIS MO UTH—with some and
not all the kisses. The Rabbis, however, say that Israel

" heard all the commandments from the mouth of the Holy

One, blessed be He. R. Joshua of Siknin? said in the name
of R. Joshua b. Levi: The reason of the Rabbis is because it
is written, ‘And they said to Moses : Speak thou with us, and
we will hear.” What does R. Joshua b. Levi do with this
verse ? He maintains in opposition to the Rabbis that strict
chronological order is not followed in the Torah. But per-
haps the words ‘ Speak thou with us, and we will hear’ were
spoken only after two or three commandments ?—R. ‘Azariah
and R. Judah b. Simon speakmg in the name of R. Joshua
b. Levi followed his view. They said: It is written, Moses

- commanded us a law. The whole Torah contains six hundred

and thirteen commandments. The numerical value of the
word ‘ Torah’is six hundred and eleven, and so many com-
mandments Moses spoke to us, but ‘I am’ and ‘ Thou shalt -
not have’ Moses did not speak to us but we heard them from

- the mouth of the Holy One, blessed be He.2

§3. R. Johanan interpreted the verse as applying to
Israel when they went up to Mount Sinai. It was as if a king
wanted to. marry a wife of good and noble family, so he
sent an envoy to speak with her. She said : ‘I am not worthy

" to be his handmaid, but all the same I desire to hear from

his own mouth.” When the envoy returned to the king, he
was full of smiles, but he would give no clear report to the

~ king.? The king, who was very discerning, said : “This man is

full of smiles, whlch would show that she consented, and -

. 1'Or Sogana (v. Josephus, Lz:fe, '51), north of Jotapata in Galilee.

2 There seems: no reason for this repetition, unless it is to quote the
new interpretation of “from’ in a partitive sense.
3 Lest the king should regard her request as belittling his majesty.

24




152 | THE BIBLE with Sources Revealed | EXODUS

And YHWH said to Moses, “Here, I am coming to you in a mass of cloud -
for the purpose that the people will hear when | am speaking with you, and
they will believe in you as well forever.” And Moses told the people’s words .
to YHWH. "°And YHWH said to Moses, “Go te the people and consecrate
them today and tomorrow; and they shall wash their clothes "and be ready
for the third day, because on the third day YHWH will come down on
Mount Sinai before the eyes of all the people. And you shall limit the
people all around, saying, “Watch yourselves about going up in the moun-
tain and touching its edge. Anyone who touches the mountain shall be put
to death. ®A hand shall not touch him, but he shall be stoned or shot.
Whether .animal or man, he will not live.” At the blowing of the horn they
shall go up the mountain.” S : ‘ |

“And Moses went down from the mountain to the people. And he
consecrated the people, and they washed their clothes. BAnd ke said to the

- people, “Be ready for. three days. Don’t come close to a woman.”

®And it was on the third day, when it was morning, and it was: thun-
ders and lightning and a heavy cloud on the mountain, and a sound of a
horn, very strong. And the entire people that was in the camp trembled.
7And Moses brought out the people toward God from 'the-'ca-mp, and they
stood up at the bottom of the mountain. ®*And Mount Sinai was all smoke
because YHWH came down on it in fire, and its smoke went up like the
smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain trembled greatlyf. And the
sound of the horn was getting much stronger. Moses would speak, and God
would answer him in a voice. *°And YHWH came down on Mount Sinai, at
the top of the mountain, and YHWH called to Moses at the top of the

_ mountain, and Moses went up. *’And YHWH said to Moses, “Go down. -
Warn the people in case they break through to YHWH, to see, and many of
them fall. **And also let the priests who approach YHWH consecrate them-

selves, or else YHWH will break out against them.” : ’

»And Moses said to YHWH, “The people is not able to go up to Mount
Sinai, because you warned us, saying, ‘Limit the mountain and conse-
crate it.”” _ _

**And YHWH said to him, “Go. Go down. Then you'll come up, you
and Aaron with you.* And let the priests and the people not break through
to come up to YHWH, or else He'll break out against them.” And Moses
went down to the people, and he said it to them.

*The command that Aaron is to go up together with Moses is unexpected here in )
Aaron has never been mentioned up to this point in J- In fact, Aaron'is never mentioned at
allin ] outside of this verse. Moreover, Aaron does not in fact go up with Moses in §. The
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20

*Iam YHWH, your God, who brought you out from the land of Egypt,
from a house of slaves. . -
. 3You shall not have other gods before my face.
“You shall not make a statue or any form that is in the skies above
or that is in the earth below or that is in the water below the carth.
5You shall not bow to them, and you shall not serve them. Because I,
YHWH, your God, am a jealous God, counting parents’ crime on chil-
dren, on the third generation, and on the fourth generation for those
who hate me, ®bhut practicing kindness to thousands for those who love
me and for those who observe my commandments. ‘ ‘
7You shall not bring up the name of YHWH, your God, for a false-
hood, because YHWH will not make one innocent who will bring up
His name for a falsehood. ' ,
8 Remember the Sabbath day, to make it holy. 9Six days you shall la-
“bor and do all your work, °and the seventh day is a Sabbath to YHWH,
your God. You shall not do any work: you and your son and your daugh-
ter, your servant and your maid and your animal and your alien who is
in your gates. Bl S RS il

next time that Moses goes up the mountain in J, God tells him, “No man shall go up with
you” (Exod 34:3). It is rather in E that Aaron (and others) will go up with Moses (24:1).
. Therefore, it appears that a redactor has added here in order to deal with the fact that
Moses’ ascent in E along with Aaron and other persons is now inserted before the |
account of an ascent that Moses makes alone in Exodus 34. The redactor who made this
addition could be either R or RJE. v _ ‘
*The text of the Ten Commandments here does not appear to belong to any of the
major sources. It is likely to be an independent document, which was inserted here by
- the Redactor. A slightly different version was used by the Deuteronomistic historian in
Deuteronomy s. ’ : B
**The most striking difference between the text of the Decalog as it appears here and
as it appears in Deuteronomy s is the reason that is given as the basis of the Sabbath
command. Here it is “because for six days YHWH made the skies and the earth, the sea,
and everything that is in them, and He.rested on the seventh day. On account of this,
YHWH blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy,” referring to the P creation story. In
Deuteronomy it is so “you shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt and
'YHWH, your God, brought you out from there with a strong hand and an outstretched
arm. On account of this, YHWH, your God, has commanded you to do the Sabbath day.”
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- “Honor your father and your mother, so that your days will be ex-

tended on the land that YHWH, your God, is giving you.

SYou shall not murder. - ‘

“You shall not commit adultery.

5You shall not steal.

6You shall not testify against your neighbor as a lying witness. -

7You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife or his servant or his maid or his ox or his ass or anything

 that your neighbor has. | ’

3And all the people were seeing the thunders and the flashes and the
sound of the horn and the mountain smoking. And the people saw, and they
moved and stood at a distance, and they said to Moses, *You speak with us
so we may listen, but let God not speak with us or else we’ll die.” '

2°And Moses said to the people, “Don’t be afraid, because God is com-
ing for the purpose of testing you and for the purpose that his fear will be on
your faces so that you won't sin.” : : ,

#'And the people stood at a distance, and Moses went over to the nim-
bus where God was. **And YHWH said to Moses, “You shall say this to the
children of Israel: You have seen that | have spoken with you from the skies.
You shall not make gods of silver with me, and and you shall not make
gods of gold for yourselves. *#You shall make an altar of earth for me, and
you shall sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your peace offerings, your
sheep and your oxen. In every place where I'll have my name commemorated
'l come to you, and I'll bless you. *>And if you’ll make an altar of stones for
me, you shall not make them cut. When you have elevated your sword over it,
then you have desecrated it. **And you shall not go up by stairs on my altar,
so that your nudity will not be exposed over it.”

2 ]_ *“And these are the judgments that you shall set before them:*
**When you will buy a Hebrew slave, he shall work six years, and in the.
seventh he shall go out liberated for free. *If he will come by himself,

*Exod 21:1-23:19 is a law code known as the Covenant Code. it was originally a sepa-
rate, independent document, but it was used by the author of E as part of the E work.




