


Th. l.$ in la^id

Gion ot Rogakhov aho occupicd a rabbiniql kal iherc lor half a ccnttrry.
ThcE was icver any dispulc in Dvinsk bctwecn Hsssidim and Milaagdimr
lhc only diflcEftc lying in a fcw synaBoguc usages and detdils ol pBye.s
rccilcd by llB respeclivc gr.ops, Ihcy lived togerher qithout any barrlers
litwn then Thc Ooon Rabb' Mcir Sinlba Brs llrc rrbbi of th. Milnag-
di . wl'ile Rffbbi Joscph Ro$n llre Cr.n ol nogaLchov was lhc rabbi ot
lhc Ha$idim, Thcy werc vas y diflercnl r. lhcir lenr!..anrcnlx, wiy of
livinA and spiritull qorlds, bur lhcy rcE kry clos in lhcn grcal sholar-
sltit md spirill'al !ulhorily,

Rabbi Mcir Simha s,s rcgally t'll and crel, fi.noured lnd restc.l<l
by nll who snw h'n Hc w|s I'icnd ly. easv s('ine sFkc @rchrlly ,nd was
BclcoD€d and venerarcd by all, includ'ng cvcry rotr Jewisl comnnrnily in
the crry wnloul cxccprion Thc larrcr bclicEd lhlt thc Rrbbi had pnc

trr!8ical powc6 I renEhrb.r r llood wl)en lhe Deina ovcdowd iLs banks
and lh.catencd ro nood thc city Gcrtilcs nnd Jc*s alike s*orc by all that
$.s holy Lo thed lhal thcy sa* Rcb Mcir Sinrha nn'nt thc cmb.nknreni.
ga?c at lhc swtrling weters for a nnnent, nnrrmur soircthin8 rcry quietly
and - lhc wate.s wilhdrcw and thc danger DasEd

Hc had b€cn a n,erchanl nr his youUr, and s h. kn.w hos lo smoottc
dificrcnc.s ovcr since hc was tan,il'ir wilh rhc rrcblc s ol daily lifc.

On ihe .thcr hdd thc spritual lerder of rhc Ha$idim. llE Gaon o{
Rogachov wds shorl aDd nirnblc will a fiDc asccljc face ind a head c.vcrcd
wilh*,ftit curls down to his shdlde6. qho lelt an sntdgcllable imDre$ion
on lll qho sw him Hc remain.d slud.d and all his acLivilics hd saimc-
thing in conrhon silh bis worts, as rcpreschled by llE bcsl known one,
'"l3at€n!l Paane.h (Dcciphcer ot tliddcn Thingt Th€ snal Heblw
poct H.yyint Nahrnan Biulik spent sonrc lide with IiD and sdid hL.rl
"Froh llE bmin ot (hc RogaclDvcr i( wdld t posiible t. nrate tso
Eirslcins There is 6n inconparablc uniquenc$ dboul hiD and he nust
hc Egarded .s a great spiritual assel ot thc Jewish Pcotlc If his erud'rion
anl kmwledgc celd bc systcnatically a l eienr'ficnlly .rnloiLed otr. ol.
turc qlrld cnri.hcd by dolcns df laluable crealive works I{ il werc pos

siblc (o dmw trpnn thc Talnntdical Esotrrccs in his brrin n pould tc pos

siblc 10 .'?d/. a conrprehcnsile cullure"
That wrs ehet Bidlik said afl.r one houis cotrle(rli(in Ihdccd. Dvinst

sas pdlilcgnl to ha* grcat shola.s ot the cge dwclling in its nlidsl,

7 h. Srn4peud ol the Cit!
Thc ,dr of Dlinst vcre n.t .xlrcrnish in lhen failh and religions

pr.ctkc I'kc erleir $clions of Pdish lcsr-a, and *c.e Dosl assrcdly

x6

'I otns .t< peot,le

woilds afrarr hon such Broupf ns lho\c ot Mc! Shcirnn in Jcnsltent At
lhc sa'nc (inre morr of Ureh qcre Gadilionltisls and,.b{rs.nrly folii cd
oJnnnahlmenri nitho!( werri.e trnf$xrt ct0rh;nB Ttct (lid nor \cir cith$
Sho.iDt.l (t\i tFr(l.Fcccs) or 

^urd,e 
(tohg n,l!t. ahhotrSh slnacogua

ind fratcrgroops werc nlcnl inr l  rnd wcro 
^ lwiys 

fu , j f  nc6.ns recir in!
lltn prnvcrs lhc Cl'.r Shrt in t,clogiad Stret in thc ccn(rc of rhe
ci lv was {  nr{gr i l icaDt IoI |v hr i ld ing wi t t r  .  st tcndid i r l . rnat  s(rscrurc I r
allr.cid hrny pq)ne {ho Nishd t1r hcar lbc Canror rnd thc nfe choir
'lnis sas llc ccntrc nr lhc nnrc ,sccllarisf, b.tie\c,i

l f  a farn/s ctnt . r  cdne r i i  Dr in ik hc w.utd hc hcad in (hc ( ,hoF
_ Shul whcrc N *.uld larc to f,ass tl'e exeting nrndrds .f rhc local

exrerl( On rl'c orlt, hrnd 0re Planovq Minyan (l,hn,v Oron'ht $hcre
lhc llo-Entchover Cion pralcd atrrclcd korcs anrt hrndrcds of pc6ons.
who rcF(.red th3ir pratcrs in rotat'on ctcrj di! trcn henrc dawn (ntil
noon Thc buildins was dl*ars tull or ltror who phvcd ,inc praier qu.ruh
cndnrg and anolftcr bcsinn;ns

Sinrilarly lhc Koholishcr D.l.lJanridrash (nr. C.ngrcsali.n.l It,\us
of Study) $as lhe sf.l wh.re Rcb 

^le'r 
Si'rtra ch.sc !r prr!, Herc ercrrl

lh'ng \as qui.l and rcscrrdl 'IlEre *eE fs-er FoFIc .n.t pravc^ {rE
Dore resrraincd Rlbbi l\'leir imha pnyed lengrhily, an(l thc coDgr.galion
would *ai! wilh awc and rcsp€ct trntil i. coDl,leled lt,c Filhlcer llte$
ines lird knk (hc lr.dirioal llrcc sle|x b.(k$ard: cntirctr trnlikc rhc
RoE.(hovcr Gion rh. wor'd bc thc fi(1 ro conrflck, hi\ lralcs ind
*ould tt'cn ha(€n hacli to thc lirah on which hc nrdir^tcd br day and

'i lnr wrc thc obsl {rislrcratic centrcs of trsycr in tlrc citv ln additi,'n
thcre rcr. dozcn! .I praycr groups. strrh as rhnt of thc Bxtchcrs. ltE
ta'l.m' SynasdFrc, lle Dlcrc' Mi.J,An, thc (;rccn Slnng.gtre, etc, rtc.
all of lheD.r)*dcd day by day Ar lhc lliqh ll.tidals ltrc v.i.cs $r{!d
buiit l..th. so thal rn lhc slids.l the Biblc tlt ncnr'rc hrk <. Lttrhi
snd thc wholc citv wrs lransfoncd into onc vasl frarcr buBring i,rrth
fi.m lhe hcarl and s\reing cverything aqay in tcrn 5trch was Dvinsk,
lhc ( ily end Mothr in l\ruc'. on wcckdnys ind .n n(ivals

Dvinsk also h^d . Ye\hivd (-t-almudical Acadcs\l shcre abotrr a
huhdrcd lads and !.ung nren sl,died bt da, and nislrr Thev had drany
keen nr inda. i r (hg r l 'en - lhc Ycshivr  las hc^dcd hl 'hf i  K. lnci  r lhe
Man kDr Kovno).. linc'Ic.lurc{ kholar sh. $on rrr I'eads or his stu-
dcnrs - Ihc Ycshira b.rc thc nan,e. t  the scalrJry |h i lanrhhf i (  Reh Sotsc
llotuitch, Fho hainllined it at his.sn exp.nsc
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